8 1 
4 Wherber it is fix'd rnb | |. x; 


* , | 
warm the Senſe of the Jeviſb Doctors ab 
> || both Ancient and Modern, touchin PRE- — 

4 DESTINATION and FREE-WILL. * _— 


| HF Alſo an Explication of ſeveral obſe 
Paſſages and Prophecies in the Old Teſ 
ment; together wich- ſome” remarkable 
Cualdoms oblerved by the Neun, * 25 © T0 
* in * by the 7 MEN AS SF 
-BEN-ISRAE Be] Jew, and nom Tranſta 
Led into English, Zy THO: FOCOCR, 4. M. 
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= EW Men are ſo unhappy 8 
x to be deſtitute of a Friend — 
But few Men (I beg leave to ſay}. 
are ſo happy as to haye a be -- 


4 than You. ?Tis my Fortune, ny - 45A IS 
to enjoy the Pleaſure and Ben 
ä .of your Friendſhip. Ip 1 1 
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The Dedication 


TY li my grateful Acknowledg e- 
ment of your repeated Favours; 
and J ſhall eſteem it one more, 
and none of the leaſt, to pardon 
this Interruption of your Graver 
| and more uſeful Employments. 
I T ſhall not fill my Dedication 
with fulſome Flattery, and immo- 
_.--; derate Encomiums of your Ge- 
1 neroſity, Charity Bounty, bricht 
Qualities and Perfections, which 
are ſufficiently known to. the © 
| Autiful Ohjects, ahd to the Great 
er, Who is as Eminent for | 
15 he.) +2" ui Choice. of his dili- 
ent and faithful Inſtruments, as 
for his own Wiſe, and Incompa- 
13 * Adtainiſtration of the Pub. 
lick Rr 
410 enlarge up. n. this subjeck, | 
Would 8 Si 'I fludiouſly af. 
en the OR Wal y 
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and Regard; but my Lord Ba. 
Fon's remakable Obſervation ar- 
reits my Wiſhes: for he has told 
us, that moderate and ſeaſqnable. 
Praiſes uttered uppn occafiqn.; cn. 
duce to Mens Fame and Fortune; 


but Immoderate, Streperous; and un 


ſeaſonablypoured out, profit nothing 3. 
nap, rather turn to our Prejudices 
bad rather be for eher filenty 
than ſpeak what you muſt bluſh 
to own, what "the World | muſt 


Cenſure, or what might by any 


| '4ife; as m 


- 
1 
. 


means incur your Diſpleaſure. 
Ihe Mournful Nation has 
been lately ſeritible, that Huma- 
nity, juſtice and other great and 

: Princely 8 n 
not always preſerve 5 e 
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The Dedication. 

| manity, if Probity and Integrity, 
if generous Actions and Ingenui- 
ty, if well-natur'd Senſe, and 
the whole compaſs of Vertues in 


cla reſpect, contribute to the 
rgement of our Mortal Pe- 
” YOU may reaſonably ex- 

| A Le ngth and Felicity of Days, 
and the 1 Retribution of a 
better State than this; which, 
tdtmat you may enjoy, is the devout | 
4 Fequeſt of, 


3 Sir, 
10 N 66 | 
5 © Tours in all Obedience 
and Gratitude; 


| Tho. Pocock. 


— 


Doubt not but the World will expect 
(according to Cuſtom) the Reaſons 
that induc d me to Tranſlate. Now © 
ſome of them are theſe ; 1ſt. My own Di- 
verſion. 2d: Becauſe Jimagin d, that o- 
thers would have the ſame ſati faction, 
and improvement, that I had in the per- 
uſal. 3d. (and I add no more) - becauſe 
the Original is very ſcarce, and not tobe 
parchaſed at any Rate. 
I have done ſo much Juſtite to my Au- 
thor (and no more is to be expected) that 
as he has expreſi d himſeif in plain and 
eafie Latin, IT have endeavoured to make 
"him ſpeak clear, familiar, and unaffetted 
Engliſh. His J . are not very 
bright in the Original, and therefore you 
muſt expett no mighty Splendour in the _ 
Tranſlation. As bis Stile is not very Po- 
lite, ſo there i 0 la Cadence des Pe- 
tiodes (as the Frenchman: ſays) in mine. 
, As Modefly aud Humility were conſpitu-. | + 
NR een leery 
EW 1s Reeſe Re 
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The Tranſlator's Preface. | 
ments. He delivers other Men's with 
ali and candour, and his own with 
=  Sngenuity and ſubmiſſion. His Judg- 
Ke ment is folic and his Argument ſtrenu- 
du; and if his Reaſons are not ſo fine as 
derber Men's, yet they are juſt and im- 
partial. © _ 
This Treatiſe was begun in the 3 5th. 
Year of his Age at the Requeſt of Jo. Be- 
pPerovicius (a Learned Senator and Pro- 
Fel of Phyfick in Dort,) who had, not 
da Tears before, with ſeveral others, 
iat Epiſcopits, Merſennus, Rivetus, 
. Barlzus, Voſlius, &c.) engag d in 
ww, _the ſame Controverſſe. But not being 
"EAR fully contented with the various Opinions 
—_—; of Chriſtian Writers upon theſe Subjects, 
be importun d this Amthor to inform him 
 - « Tikewiſe what the Eminent Rabbins aud 
„ , Talmudick Doors ſaid concerning them, 
A. for fear (as he tells us himſelf) it would 
— gow injury to hi Profeſſion, did 
Nies believe, that the Time of their 
Death was (o abſolutely determin d by 
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The Tranſſator's Preface. _. 
' tonfeſs 1 have omitted in the Tranſlation 
" bis numerous Quotations, becauſe ſcarce 
any Man has half of the Authors to con- 
ſult; and if he had, the Advantage would 
not he very great. Some Men of late have 
not been very juſt to their Authors, but 
T declare plainly, I believe he w, Some 
places (but very few) I have not tranſla- 
ted, Lecauſe the Senſe is the ſame in o- 
„ dee 
I muſt declare ſomething elſe too, and i 
that is, that I am not of thoſe Men's minds _- 
and humour that grow conceited with an 
Author; and if there be any thing true 4 I 
good ina Book, are preſently extravagant 
in extblling it; who pleaſe themſelves with 
what they do not underſtand, and would 
fain habe all the World admire it with 
them. I have a great and true reſpet 
for the Author, and ſome of hu Workg 
(perhaps) deſerve as favourable a Re. „ 
ception as moſt of our late Modern Cbri. LY 1 
ſtians. Here is enough in this to improve. - 
the Knowledge of a wiſe Man, and very | 
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The Tranſlator's Preface. 
to the Commonwealth of Learning ( as he 
tells this great Author in a courteous 


Letter) and was highly pleaſed himſelf, 


to ſee the Opinions of the Rabbins and 


0 Cabbaliſts about this dark Controverſie. 


tontentealy expect the Cenſures of a 
Seti of Men, who value no Performances 


But their own ; but let them empanuel 4 
| Fury of. the ſoureſt Criticks, I bravely 


deſpiſe their Verdict, becauſe I am ſure 
of the Benefit of ſome of the Clergy. If 
they find fault with it becauſe '1is only a 
Tranſlation, (and that no Vivacity o 

Wit , Strength of Judgment, Subtilty 
of Reaſoning , or cloſe Application to 
Lexicons or Indexes, are requiſite to ſet 


up. a Tranſlator) 1ſhall preſently anſwer 


them, I only made uſe a little diſcre- 
tion in making choice of an Author, that 
may perhaps be more ſerviceable to the 


Advancement of Knowledge, and (pardon 
me for ſaying it) Chriſtianity too, than 


. the late ſtupid Defences of a Lewd, ill- 
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= - Tranſlations, and. think the Sterility of 


govern d Stage; or the abominable Libels 
of all reveal'd Religion, and of our moſt 


R Ap” 
A great many Men are Enemies to 
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The Tranſl tors Preface: 


the Tranſlators Mind is made Publick 
by the very Employment. I confeſs there 
# no vaſt Merit in the Buſineſs, but ſome- 
times we are beholding to it for a Con- 
 werſation that would be infipid enough 
without it. es 
© Others, that would engroſs all the E. 
fteem of Learning, and rhe Knowledge f 
Antiquity, are extream'ly uneafie that 
what they have learn d ay1ong the Philo- 
ſophers, and Orators of Athens and 
Rome, at a large expence of Time and 
Labour, ſhould 2 proſtitute to the La- 
 2ineſs of every common Reader. This us 
a juſt Reflexion, but I can't moroſely 
Cenſure the good Nature of thoſe who 
would communicate the Thoughts of the 
Old Literati to ſuch who have not bad 
the leiſure or bappineſs of a politer Edu- 
cation. The French of late years, as 
well as our own Countrymen, have taken a 
great deal of Pains in this way; but how 
ſcurvily ſome of. them have ſucceeded, is 
not unknown to the ingenious Judges of 
the Originals. In few words, he that 
anderſtands an Original well, is a Fool tos 
if trouble himſelf with a Tranſlation; 4 bY 
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The Tranſlators Preface. 
be that does not, is a greater, that reale 
any thing elfe. . 

If the old Maint ainers of Mr. Hobbs' 5 
8 ophiſtical' Principles concerning irrevo-. 
Lehle Fate and Neceſity, are diſpleas 'd 
ith the Author or the Tranſlator, I'll 
leave them to bt confuted by the Learn- 
FX Dr. H. Mort, ( Immortal. of the Soul. 

2.C. 3 J or 0 what 15 worſe) by their 
Neeeſlity. 

'My Authar has iroided bisT, reatiſe into 
rec Books, In the firſt, he maintains that 
there is certain Term of Maus Life, and 
Fells as how this was underſtood by the. 
Ancient and Modern Jews. In the 2d. 
he handle s that celebrated Problem, whe- 
ther this Term is fix'd or alterable, In 
the. 3d. he endeavours to ſhew, how God's 
Fore. e aud Man s Free- will are 
70 be reconciled.” — 
| Nou becauſe tis plain that 1 have ſome 
"Tin ime, and Paper toſpare; it may be expe- 
Red I ſhout 27 declare my o Sent iments 
about theſe things. I am ſorry Tam oblig d 
. fo diſappoin 40 606 Men, but Iwill comply 

cover (Ibave his leave for 


$987 4 as to 
{ $4 1. the Opie of an intimate. Acquats- 
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The Tranſlator's Preface. 
of avoiding that Opinion, which Demure 
People have entertain d of God's Pre de- 
termining the Als of our Will, and of ab- 
folutely Pre ordaining the Means, as well 
as the End. For this ſeems to cut of aPoſſi-: 
bility of Guilt, and a Poſſibility of Inno- 
cence; for what poſſibility is there of ab. 
Haining from that Sin, which . by God's 
Determination is acknowledy'd to be ine- 
vitable? How can that be a Sin which 
carries no contrariety to God's Mill; as 
being Pre ordain d. and ſo Mill d by him? ' 
This Opinion, (continues he) ſeems to rob * 
us of our Underſtandings, and Wills ; for 
what uſe is there of Underſtandings, if 

we cannot do. what we know; or of our 
nils, if we do not Act thar voluntarily 
which we do? How apt are Men when 
nich look upon Chriſtianity: as a' Chain 
oh of fatal Cauſes, and aſix all Events 
a urceſſary Concatinatiqn of Cauſes; o 
row off al thoughts of a Fudgment te 
one, and to underuglue all Threats which  - © 

; WW might: reſtrain their Impieties, and al 4 
Rewards that might oblige them to Obe. 0 
Hence; and ſo run into thoſe Extreams 
which ate oppofite io God's Laws, and i. 
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The Tranflato 1's Preface. 


4 Men; for he that conc tits himſelf led by 


ſuch irrefiſtible Decrees, will not only 


- proſecute his own Fanjie, (and ſo tranſ- 


greſs) but even hate .all Laws, and all 
thoſe too, who are by Duty oblig dito pu- 
#iſh them for their Extravagancies. 

A Gentleman of gooa' Quality, us & to 
ſay, ſome Men are as great Champions for 
the honour of a God, as otbers are Iuva- 


ders of him; for they ſet up his Domi- 


nion ſo high, they make his Goodneſs in- 
diſcernible, and his Juſtice queſtionable, 
for they ſet him forth as having made the 
World for his Glory, which is true; but 
then they make it his Glory to chooſe ſome 
Men for a State of Bliſs, others to have 
Originally been defign d to a State of Tor- 
ment ; and moſt commonly the Men of this 
Opinion, are ſo kind to themſelves, how 
partial ſoever they make God thereby, 
4. they are of the Number of *he E- 


© "This is al I ſhall offer now, becauſe 1 


am told (by a late excellent Divine of 
our Church) in his Diſcourſe of Death, 
Sect. g. p. 186. That theſe things wil 

Diſputes as long as the World laſts, 
_ wrleſs Men Crow wiſer than to __ 
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The Tranſlator's Preface. 
themſelves with ſuch Queſtions as are a- 
bove their reach, and which they can 
never have a clear Notion, and Percep- 
tion of. N q 
It was very pertinently adviſed by the 
incomparable Biſhop Andrews, that both 
Clergy and Laity fhould be abſolutely re- 
Frain d from Publick Diſcourſes upon this 
Subject; for ver) few of the firſt-were 
- | capabie of handling it, and very few of 
- the latter were qualifid to be Auditors. 
„iii muſt be Univerſally granted, that 
t is far better to inſtruct People in the 
Fi plain, reveal d Means of Salvation, than 
e 
e 


OS" 


o aſtratt their Minds with the ſecret 
and unſearchable Councils of the Moſt 
High. 1 is Pragmatical Curioſity, and 
SH. we ſball never meet with fſatisfattion 
vil while we are Fleſh and Blood. 7 ſhalt 
| rot tand to confider the Prophecies re- 
"| Zating to our Bleſſed Saviour's Crucifixion, 
wor the wonderful Accompliſhment of them 
1h by the wiſe Diſpenſation of Providence ; 
fl for all the Antient Fathers in this par- 
fl ticular have declared, that God's Fore- - 
4 knowledge, and Determination f 4 * 
% Ferie cher nos impair the Lung 
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Tranfſlator's Preface. 


Mens V. 
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12 N ASSE H Be, Ie s 
bern in Portugal about the 
1 — 1604, in the * of Philip thæ 
ig of Spain. His Father was 
ee Hrael, à rich and eminene 
Mercham. - His Mothers Name was 
8 Naehe. Soerrs ; who was RR 
from an-Honourable Family 
3 575 . being perſecuted by the -. 
SpanifÞ. Tuguiſtion,, for his Relivion, - 
and By. © oft his Geods, 
"his Life, Cox he was three times moſt 
Conte 8 Torturd) privately made 
his-Eſeape” c Holland with his W 
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* 2 In the mean time he apply'd himſelf 
eee the Study of Pluloſophy, and the 


Fd 


u» be Life of 8 
and Children, Ephraim and Menaſſeh. 


Not long after his Arrival, Menaſſeh 


was committed to the Care of R. 1ſaac 
Viel, who inſtructed him in the He- 
brew Language; in which he made ſo 
great a Proficiency, that at the Age of 
Eighteen Years, he ſucceeded his Ma- 
ſter in the Synagogue at Amſterdam, 
where he Preachd and explain d the 
Talmud for ſeveral Years together. Of 
the Exact time of his Marriage, I can- 


nat ar preſent be informd: But his 


Wife's Name was Rachel, of the Fa- 
mily of Jſaac Abravanet, (who had 
been Counſellor to the King of Spain 
and Portugal) whoſe Pedigree ſome of 
Fews (I know not upon what 
grounds) derive from David. He had 


dy ber two Sons, (Foſeph and Samuel) 


and one Daughter, nam d Grace. His 
Circumſtances being very low, (for 


his Salary from the Synagogue was not 


above fifty Dollars per annum) he was 


0 doe to ſend to his Brother Epbraim, 
| - _ at Braſil, to put 


bim in a Method to 
mend his Fortunes by Merchandize. 
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Menaſſeh Ben · Iſrael. iii 
Holy Scriptures, to which he was ad- 
dicted, even from his Child-hood. He 
maintain'd a good Correſpondefics _ 
with ſeveral Learn'd, and Ingenious "1 
Men of his time, and was deſervedly _— 
Honour d, and Reſpected by them, as = 1 
1 ſhall ſhew in its proper place. But | 
after he was engag d (to his uriexpreſ- 
ſible Grief) in a way of Traffick, he 
was very much diverted from the Pro- 
ſecution of his beloved Studies. Great 
part of his time, was taken up in the 
Preſs; for he Printed all his Books witty 
his own Letters, and at his own Ex« 
- pence; ſo that conſidering his Atter 
dane in the Synagogue, his Care of 
the Pteſs, and neceſſary Employmerit 
in his Domeſtick Affairs, he had no 
Yrunity to lch che common 1 
Offices of Friendſhip. Norwithflatid. 
ing all this, (upon an Invitation) he 
came into England, in tlie times of the 
execrable; and un natural Rebellion. 
His ſtay here was but ſhort, becauſe he 
did not meet with that Encouragement 
which livexpeded; However he hac 
the n e ta ee 
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the Settlement of thoſe of his own Re- 
ligion in this Country. 

And, as I am informed, he was once 
civilly entertained by the Protector at 
his Table; he had frequent Confe- 
rences with ſome of the Eminent cove- 
- nantingDivines of thoſe unhappy times; 
but I believe he was too honeſt, and 
\ ſincere to approve of their unjuſt Pra- 
_ ices, whatever he thought of their 
enormous Principles. His Fore-fathers 

indeed had Crucified the true Mæſias, 
= . 44 they call d the Xing of the Fews : 
3 But he muſt needs be diſpleas d with 
them, who had Martyr d him, who in 
ſome Reſpects bore the Injuries 
Affronts that were put upon hi b r | 
Maſter. _ For they laid to bis Charge 
things that he knew. not. This, I + 
- might reaſonably be - difagreeable to 
him, becauſe it regewd (as it were) 
the remembrance of his Predeceſſors 

Shame, Cruelty, and Puniſhment. 
And he might Fanſie, that when they 
1 ufer d for the Crucifixion of one, theſe 
3 might fufſer for the Nevoliazion of the 
| XS | other. . 
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yen he departed from England, he 
went into Zealand, and as 1 was in- 
form'd (by that moſt courteous and 
ingenious Few, Mr. Gomeſera) he 
breath'd his laſt (about the fifty third 
year of his Age) at Middleburg ; but 
by the Generoſity of the Jews of Am- 
fler dam, his Body was brought thither, 
and ene interr d at their Ex- 
nce. © 
_ Heleft one of his Sons behind him 
in England, who married into a Cre- 
dible emily, but did not long ſurvive. I 
his good Father, leaving behind him + | 
only one Child. How his other Son 7 
and Daughter were diſpog'd « of 1 cannot | 4 
Yer Learn. 8 


I hope I ſhall incurr no Mar's CG 0 
Jive: if I preſent the World with a ſhort 4 
Character of this great Rabbin. 88 
was in his Opinion a Phariſee, (as it =_ 
ſeems they are all at this time) but of _— 

- a Temper directly contrary to thoſe, - 


who are deſcrib d to us by the Eyange- __. 
liſts. All. — 5 be could ſpare from 5 #5 _ 
11 rgent Buſineſs ramongthebeſt | */7 2 

authors of 1 0 85 as will appear ta : 3 | 


* one That confults his Writings: — 


vi The Life of 
Though he was not a Gaſſendus in Phi- 
loſophy, or a Grotius in Divinity; yet 
he was reputed the moſt celebrated 
Rabbin of his Age His chiefeſt Ap- 
plication was to illuſtrate the Books of 
| the Old Teſtament, and he has ſuc- 
1 ceeded ſo well in this Undertaking, 
| that his Works are almoſt a good Com- 
ment upon it. He was always indu- 
8 Arious, careful, and frugal; his Ap- 
Prehenſion gs quick, bis Judgment 
folid, and his Reaſon not too ſevere, 


a2 nad ſubtile. He was a loving Hus- 
1 band, a kind Father, and a peaceable 


Subject. He was of a modeſt, ſober 
and affable Temper, _,_ 
I hall beg Leave to digreſs into one 

Illunſtance of this, which was imparted 
| _ tome by an Honoured Friend. Bein 
= about to make his Tour in the 19 0 
Provinces, he acquainted his Tutor (a 
1 - Worthy and Learned Fellow of Queens 
 _ "College in Cambridge) with his Reſo- 
llution. Upon this kind Information 
huis Tutor requeſted the Favour of him, 
o purchaſe two Hebrew Books that 


- N 7 | 4 2. % C , . = 
pere very uncommon, azad withal 
- 445 4 7 ' . . « 7 . » | „ 14 
Jegeg, That he thought Menaſeh Ben- 
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Iſrael was the likelieſt Perſon to pro- 
cure them for him, or fatisfie him con- 

cerning them. Upon this Gentleman's 
Arrival at Amſterdam, he immediately 
enquir'd out this Eminent Rabbzy ; and 
in a little time after made him a Viſit, 
which was as civilly receivd, as paid. 
He told our Great Author the occaſion 
of his Coming, and deſir d him (if 
poſſible) to help. him to two Hebrew 

' Books, which could not be purchas d 
in England. He readily comply'd with 
this Requeſt, and at the ſame time cut 
theſe Books out of a large Volume, in 
which they had been bound up, with 
others of the ſame Language. I need 
not expreſs the Pleaſure this Learned 
Jew had in granting this Courteſie, or 
the Gentleman in receiving it, or the 


great Obligation the ingenious Tutor 'F 
had to both. But to proceed: The, f 
Study of the Scriptures made him "i 
paſſionately delight in Devout Con- M 


_ templations. In Truth, he was a Man 
of a ſingular Vertue, and Integrity of 
Mind, and ſeem d to want no Accome 

| wp; but the Faith of a Chriſtian. 

+ Several Worthy Men of this Nation, 

IS. To 
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= (viz. Dr. Nath. Homes, Dr. Teſſey, Mr. 
Boyle,) as well as of his own, and of 
KF other Places ſetled a Correſpondence 
with bim, and have not been back- 
ward to'give him juſt Encomiums. But 
eſpecially that Learned Senator, and 
Phyſician of Dort, Beverovicius, main- 
tan d an intimate F riendſſip with Rien 
as long as he liv d. 
He was of a middle Stature, and in- 
3 lining to Fatneſs. He always wore | 
bis own Hair, which (many years 
175 before his Death) was very Grey; ſo 
that his Complexion being pretty freſh, 
his Demeanor Graceful, and Comely, 
bis Habit. plain and decent, he com- 
-manded an awelul Reverefice which 
- was juſtly due to fo venerable a De- 
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Is cannot but obſerve here ( with the 
Readers leave) that ſome People have 
unaccountably reach d out their Malice 


againſt the Jews, who were once the. 
= pnly people of God. It is true ſome 
pf them, about Seventeen hundred 
nw  _ Yearsaga ignöraptiy (but barbarouſſy) 
Crugified qur bleſſed Redeemer ; Ale 
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Generation miſerably ſmarted for it, _1." 
as the Learned Joſe br in his Wars of - 0 | 
the Jews faithfully Records. I thall ._ - k 
not pretend to give an Abridgement 2 


of his Works, eſpecially after the En- I 
deavours of a late Excellent Author: — 
But I (Hall only briefly diſcover, hoW 
and where they were diſperꝰd alter 
the Deſtruction of their Great Cit 
When their Sins were ripe for . 
geance, Goo {ent the Roman Armies, to 
inflict that Puniizment which ws fo 
olten foretold. Some of them miraceu- „ 
louſly, eſcap'd to Pella, others eiter 
| 


fell by their Neighbour's ; or theiet 
Enemy's Sword; their own” learned 1 
Hiſtorian tells us, that beſides 1 20000. © e wal 
Which were defitoyed in the Siege f 
ö Jeruſalem by Peſtilence, Famine, and 


other ways, above niet thouſand 9 | 
were carry'd Captives. - And how the _—_— 
Captives were-dilpogd of by , be 
| gives a particular Account L. 2. Ch. 5 i 
16. The moſt goodly young Men he _ 1 3 


reſerved. to attend his Triumph; of 22 E 
the reſt he order d thoſe above ſeven- oF + 
teen years Old to be ſeit bound into : 
* pry , to LabouPiy the Works chers? ee mY 
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wany he diftributed in the Provinces 
to periſh in the Theatre by the Sword 
and Wild Beaſts: And all under ſeven- 
teen years Old he commanded to be 
Sold.. But while they were making 
this diſlribution, x 2000 of them Died 
of Famine; partly by the hatred of 
their Guards, who gave them no Food, 
and partly by the weakneſs of others, 
whoſe Stomacks could not receive it. 
Not many years after, Adrian the 
Emperor ruin'd the whole Country, 
and tranſplanted many into Spais ; 
theſe diſpers'd into France and England, 
but were baniſh'd in a little Time from 
cheſe Places. In ſome Ages after they 
crept. into theſe Countries again, but 
were baniſh'd from Spain i in the Year 
1500, and then diſpersd into Africt, 
Italy, Germany, the Lo- Countries, Con- 
* Lans np, and the Dominions of the 
Jurt, where they remain in great 
| Numbers at, this Time, and are very 
- often employ di in the Receipt of Cu- 


tom, to the great Advantage of the 


Government. The Yiffers an e 
- have tuck reſpect for them, «that — 4 
be Gor o 2 ag infor 
* £2 us) 
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us) admit them into their Counſel. 
William the Conqueror brought them 
out 0i Roan to inhabit here, and Wil- 
liam Rufus favour them ſo jar, that 
he iwore by Luke's Face, his common 
Oath, it they could overcome the 
Chriſtians, he would be one of their 
Sect. They had- a Synagogue at the 
North Corner of the 01d. Fury, Which 
was ſo calld from the Jews livin 
there. King Henry the Third bound 
a Church and Houſe tor converted Jens, 
(now cal'd the Rolls) and in a little 
Time: there was a great Number of 
| Converts. They were olten Perſecu- 
ted here in the Reigns at King John, 
Henry the Second, Henry 1 1 hird: 
and Edward the Firſt, in v hoſe Reign 
555 Peekham Archbiſhop, of Canter. 
ary, commanded the Bukop of Lon. 
don to deſtroy all the Jew's Syna+ 
ogues.in his Dioceſs, And they were 
hd about this Time out of 
land. 1 ſhall not enter into the 2 
of eyery kind of Puniſhment they have 
1 in this long Captivity; but 
I cannot * N the Com- 
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pletion of the Prophecy Recorded by 
- MAoſesDeut.28:v.55.In the two firſt their 

+ Calamities are almoſt incredible under 
Ve eſpaſian, Titus, and Adrian. In the 
third they rais'd Sedition in the Reign 
of Severus; by whom they ſuffered 
very mach. In the fourtth we are 
informed by Sr. Chryſoſtom , in his 

ſecond Oration againſt the Jews, that 
they Rebelled again in the time of 
Conſtantine; who cauſing their Ears to 
be Cropt off, diſperſed them as vile 
Fugitives and Vagabonds, into vari- 
ous Countries: Where they carried 
this Mark of Infamy along with them, 
that all might be inſtructed to make 


x no more ſuch Attempts In the 


fiſth Century, Socrates informs us 
_ Feet. Hiſt. J. 7. c. 16. they were 
driven out of Alexandria for their Se- 
ditious Practices, where they had 
been ſettled ever ſince the time of 
Alexander the Great. And in the next 
Chapter relates how miſerably they 
were — in Crete by one that pre- 
tended to be Moſes, come down from 
9 --- oor ro n them to ebe 
. an 
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Land, through the Sea, into which 
many threw themſelves, and Periſn. 
ed. In the ſixth Century Elnacinus 
tells us, they again Rebelled againſt 

the Romans,” who flew a great num 

ber of them. In the ſeventh they 

were expelled from Antioch by Phocas, 

and out of Jeruſalem by Heraclius, and 

out of Spain by Siſelutus King of 

the Goths.., In the eighth Century a 
falſe Meſſiah appeared amongſt them, 
by whom they were delivered, and #7 
brought into Trouble. In the two. ©. ůͤ6 ? 
next Centuries we find nothing remar.. 
kable among them but their want of + M8 
Learned Men; which was the Fate; ß 
all the Chriſtian World. In the ele- + 

venth Century they had ſo incenfed -- 
Chriſtian People againſt them, by 
bringing the Perſians upon them, Who 
deſtroyed the Churches Dedicated $0.5 
our <a at Jeruſalem, that it was 
reſolved by the common conſent of” ©. * 
all Chriſtians, that no Jew ſhould. live n 
in their Territories, but be driven ut 
of them throughout the whole Word. 
1 che lte end of this e in” 5 
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xiv The Lif: of 
the time of the famous Cruſads' s, when 
divers Nations Marched in great 
Numbers to recover the Holy Land 
from Iafidels, their Buſineſs was to 
Rob, and ſpoil the Jews, and to make 
great Slaughter of them. In the twelfth 
Century, they themſelves relate that 
in che year 1142. an hundred and 
twenty ot their Congregations were 
utterly ſubverted and diſperſed. And 
in the year 1179. Philip Auguſtus King 
od France ſpoiled their Synagogues ot 
All cheir Donatives and Ornaments ; 
= _Confiſcated all their Lands and im- 
©. moveable Goods, and granted a Re- 
AIle'ͥẽaſe of all Debts due unto them from 
S  - Chiiſtians. Ho they were uſed here 
ia gd our on Chronicles tell us; 
Asa che like ill Uſage they met withal 
= in Germany and Spain. One of their 
don /Rabbins complains of no leſs than 
den grievous Perfecutions in this Age. 
lache next Century they were twice 
1 * out of © Hale and cruelly 


uůlecł in Brgland and Germany, to which 
places they fled after this Expuliion: In 
1 1 the foutteenth Century they were 
3 A out 8. France, „ and 
5 - "ſpoiled 
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ſpoiled of their Goods 1306. and once 
more A. D. 1395. which the Jews call 
their fourth and laſt laſt Baniſhment :. 
About the ſame time they were Ba- 
niſhed out of. Germany. A.D. 1392. 
In Caſtile indeed they redeemed their 
Lives with Money, but in Catalonia, 
Arragon, and in other parts of Spain, 


fuch a terrible Storm fell upon them, 


that they themſelves ſay, there were 


no leſs than two hundred thouſand 
turned Chriſtians with heavy Hearts. 


In the fifteenth Century Abarbinel, a 
Learned Jem, and one that was con. 


ſtrained to leave Spain in that dread- 
ful Calamity which fell upon the Fews 
there A. D. 1492. gives us ghis lively 
Deſcription of it; which is Tran- 
ſcribed by a Learned Rabbin in his 


own. Words. A Decree, fays he, 
s made and PR Publickly, 
© that all the Fews ſhe 


ould either change 
* their Religion, or quit the Country 
in three Months time. Abarbinet 
had then à place in the Court; 
* where be King, and 


* beſought his Miniſters and Councel- , , 
* lors to revoke the Edict and be con- 
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* The Life „ 
< tent * their Eſtates, which they 
offered to him, but all in vain, for 
329909, Old and Young; Men and 
Women, and, he among the reſt; 
went away on Foot, upon one Day; 
not knowing whether to go. Some 
ent into Portigal, others into Na- 
war, where they conflicted with 
many Calamities; for ſome be- 
came a Prey, or Periſhed by Famine 
and Peſtilence. And therefore others 
committed themſelves to the Sea, 
hoping to find a quiet Seat in ano- 
ther Country. But on the Sea they 


- 
* 


2 * Ls 2 


Pg. | 5 wet with new Diſeaſes; for many 


"5 . cold ap laves, When they 
5 * Coaſt; many were 
bt Dron many Burnt, i in the Ships 
© which were ſet on Fire: In ſhort; if 
"Ioflered the jult Puniſhment of God 
Ahe Avenger as he ſpeaks; for after 
3 all this, a Mgue came and ſwept 
away the Teſt of theſe miſerable 
Wretches, who were hated by all 
©Mankind : sothat all that vaſt Num- 
ber Perithed. by one Calamity or 
other, except a very few. . As. for 
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fought new Habitations in the King- 


dom of Feſs, our Author tell us they 


lived a long time upon Graſs, and 


Eat its very Roots, and then Died ; 
and their Bodies lay expoſed, none 
being ſo charitable as to Bury them. 
In this Century they were grievouſly 


Harraſſed in Germany, Hungary, Polo- 


via, Italy, and Portugal. 


I ſhall make an end with a Relation 
of what befel them, in the beginning 


of the ſixteenth Century in that dread- 


ful Maſſacre which was made of them 
at Lislon; for three Days together. 


When Men were not ſuffered to Die of 


their deadly Wounds, but were Drag- 
ged by their mangled Limbs into the 
Market Place, where the Bodies of 


the Living and the Slain, with others 


half alive, halt dead, were Burnt 


together in Heaps. The Spectacle was 


the reſt of this wretched People; 2000 
of which periſhed in this Barbaxzous ,. £3 
Wanner. Parents durſt not Mom 7 
ies their Children, nor Children Sigg 
dor their Parents, when they ſaw then 
halled to the place of Torment. e 
er =: * * b 8 FM N +, 6 N . 165 2 4 
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ſo Horrible, that it quite aſtoniſned 
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Inquiſition (that Rack of Men's Con- 
ſciences) was firſt introduc'd into 
Spain, (in the Reign of Ferdinand the 
Fifth, 1478.) by the eſpecial Procure. 

ment of Don Pedro Gonſales de Mend. 

za, Cardinal and Archbihop of Sevi, 
occaſion d by the Apoſtacy of rhe 
newly converted Fews and Moors, who 

began to return to their old Superſti- 

tion. Now this in ſome reſpe& had 

been practis d before; for in the fourth 
Council of Toledo, A. D. 639. in the 
Reign of Syſenandus, the Apoſtatizing 

. Fews were compell d to perſevere in 

the Chriſtian Religion, leſt the Name 

of Feſus might be blaſphemed, and 

the Faith which they had embraced, 
might by that means become-vile and - 
contemptible. This was ratified like- 

. - wiſe by the eighth Council held at 

the ſame Place, A. D. 671, when Re- 
ceſuwvindus Reign'd over the Goths. Af- 

ter all theſe Iliads of Afflictions, they 
remain at this Day ſcatter d over the 
Face of the whole Earth; and becauſe 
they continue peaceable, by the Con- 
nmivance of our Laws they are not di- 
FNiurb d. And good reaſon; for if 5 
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rant, Chaldaans, Egyptians, Romans,, 
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moſt learned Men agree) they will all 
be converted to the Chriſtian Religt- 
on, no place can be more proper to 
promote this Converſion, than a Chri- 
ſtian Country. But alas! there are 
three Impediments to this, eſpecially 
in Foreign Parts. 1. The Scandals of 


the Papiſts. 2. The want of Means 
to inſtruct them: And, 3. The Puniſh- 


ment or Loſs, which by their Con- 
verſion they incur. Here J ſhall crave 


leave to inſert a Remark of Dr. Fack- 


ſon, Tranſcribed by the late Pious and 
Learned Biſhop Patrick in his Com- 


mentaries on Deut. c. 28. v. 64. There 
thou ſhalt ſerve other Gods, which nei- 
tber thou, nor thy Fathers have known, 


even Wood and Stone, ſays the Text. 


The Dr. commends it to the Reader's 


Conſideration, whether this part of 


Moſes's Prophecy may not be-unders 


ſtood of the convert Fews throughout 


the Pope's Dominions, who are often 


urged to commit Idolatry with Stocks 
and Stones, upon more Tyrangical 


Terms, (if they refuſe) than their 


Fore fathers were, either by the A- 
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XX | The Lif, E of 
or any other whatſoever that led them 


Captive out of their Land. 


Then the good Biſhop Anſwers an 


Objection which may eaſily be rais d. 

If it be ſaid, there is a great difference 
between the Heathen Idolatry, and 
the preſent Image- Worſhip i in the Ro- 


man Church; it is granted, ſays he, 
the Idolatry i is of a diverſe kind, and 
ſo it ſeems Moſes meant, when he 


threatens, the Jews, after their final 


* ranſportation into theſe Weſtern 
Countries, ſhould. ſerve ſuch Gods as 
their Fathers had not known : For their 
Fore-fathers before Moſes's time and 
after, had known the Heathen Gods 


too well; but were perfect ſtrangers to 


this Image-Worſhip now in uſe. And 
to ſtrengthen this Interpretation, it 
_ ought to 25 obſerved, that theſe words, 
' which neither thou nor thy Fathers have 
known, are omitted in the 36th. Verſe 
of this Chapter, where he ſpeaks of 
their ſerving 4 other Gods of Wood and 
Stone, as he doth here. fe that part 


of the Prophecy belongs to what they 


did i in the, firſt Captivity into Babylon, 
e R * _ 
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underſtands theſe Words to be a Pro- 
phecy of what they have ſuffered in 
this laſt Diſperſion ; for reciting theſe 
Words (B. 3. Sed. 3. p. 65.) as con- 
taining the greateſt Calamity that hath 

befallen them, he faith, Which is chiefly 
come to paſs, by reaſon of the ſad Cala- 
mities with which the Hebrews have 
been afflited in France, England, and 
Spain. For they had been often preſled, 
either to "renounce their Religion, or 
to be undone: And many times choſe 
rather to comply with the Idolatrous 
Worſhip in the Roman Church, than be 
baniſhed, and have their Goods Con- 
'fiſcated. Several of our Countrymen, 
as Doctor Gouge, Doctor Feſſey, and 
others did by their Converſation and 
Charity, piouſly ' endeavour to begin 
this good Work. But that which muſt 
be moſt effectual to the Proficiency 
and Accompliſhment of it, is, by let- 
ting them ſee our good Works, and 
then we may joyfully ſee them glori- 
fying, not only our Father which is 
in Heaven, but the Son ald Holy 
Ghoſt too. Let us not maliciouſſy 
imagine that they have a natural un- 
Yo 3 ſayorrx M8 
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ſavory Smell, but let us be careful 
that our Sins do not ſtink in their No. 
ſtrils. We ought not to miſpend our 
Time in railing againſt the Jews, but 
we mult mortifie our Sins, thoſe more 
inveterate Murderers of the Lord of 
Life and Glory : Our Sins daily ſpit 
upon him, and bind him, and load 
him with a Burden much heavier than 
that of the Croſs. Let us unanimouſly 
endeavour to advance the means of 
their. Converſion, as well as pray for 
it. This I am ſure was the devout 
Practice of the Chriſtians in the Pri- 
mitive Church; for Clemens often 
takes notice of the Prayers that were 

offer d up for the Fews in the Eafter- 
Met, n. F. c. 12. 14. Now this 

Time and this Country may attord us 
ſeaſonable Opportunities; for I am 
not à little ſatisfied , that the Obſti- 
nacy and Stiffneſs they were once re- 
markable for, are almoſt worn off. I 
cannot forbear taking notice of one 
odd Opinion, which is advanced by 
out Author (in his Book Entituled 
Spes Iſraelis) and ſeriouſly embrac d 

by a Multitude of this Religion, ad 
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that is, that the Tribes, who ſeveral 
times, were carried into Captivity and 
were only, ſuppos'd to be loſt, have 
wander d into the Weft- Indies through 


the Streights of Anian, into China 


through Tartary, into Media, and into 
the Kingdom of the A4Zifines, and 


into many unknown Parts of the 


World; and it is with the ſtifleſt con- 
fidence believ d, that in a few years 
their 'Meffas will Sally out of ſome of 


theſe dark Regions, ſubdue the World 


with Fire and Sword, and reſtore their 
Temporal Kingdom. It muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd, when King Emanuel of Portugal 
Batiiſh'd the Fews out of his Kingdom, 
he orger'd their Children under nine- 
teen years of Age to be raken frem 


them, and brought up in the Chriſtian . 
Religion. And many years before this, 


"3 


when the Goths were Lords of 2 


they ſuſter d no Parent᷑ to have Com: 


merce with their Children aſter the ſe⸗ 
venth year of their Age; but by pub - 
lick Deeree they were committed to 
Chriſtians to he Educated by them ho 
Married them to their on Sons and 


i " . v3 5d 
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2 . Pious and Learned Dr. Fackſon probably 


Conjectures that many of their Stock, 

| 2 505 who had been thus detain'd by K. 

4 E. and the Gotbs, were Tranſported 

| ks American Colonies of the Portu- 
= ge and Spaniards. 4 : 
= - . Likewiſe before this in the * Cap- 
=. _ fvity, the Fews were Diſperſed od 
1 |  Diflipaced through all the Regions of the || 
8 Eaſt and of the Meß: For eye Nation, 
3 of which the Roman Army conſiſted, when 
13 they return d to their own Country, car- |." 
—H Ae ee of them "along v with them into 
= Greece, Germany, Tealy, Spain, France, and 
2 other Countries which either Chri- 


, Rians or Mahometans now Poſſeſs. They 
are the Words of R. Haac. The Tribes 
4 that now xemain are of Fudeh and Ben- 
1 s moſt part of the former being 
" Torerd i in che Bt the latter in Germany, 
. Hollandj*Iraly, and England. He that de- 
. fixes ro ſee the Hiſtory of the Rites Cu- 
Fam and Manner of Life of the Modern 
Fews, may read Leo Modena, a Ravbin f 
5 +4 22 Venice, - Tranſlated” by Mt. Chilmead of 
"2 | '> . e In Oxon. [£14 +4 ſhall con- 
---”.  "Ahde 5 Exhortation 3 the Fews 
n or them) taken out 
= e . mot our Hearts, 
| Ale Proviocation, not ; 1g "of „ 5 
8 oF ks 
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days are determined; the number of his month 
are with thee ; thou haſt appointed bis bound: 


that be c paſs. Here the Doctors are 
of the ſame Opinion. 
This is likewiſe confirmed another way. 
Moſes faith, Exod. 23. 26. The number of 
thy days I will fulfil. And David, Pf. 39. 4. 
Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
meaſure of my days, and in the next verſe, 
Behold thou haſt maide my days as an hand- 
breadth : Where R. Solomon comments, As 
a thing that is meaſured with the hand, fo 
are the days of a man determined. Solomon 
' Eeel;'5. 18. All the days of his Life which 
God giveth him. Job. 14. 13. A the days vf 
| my appointed time will 1 wait till my change 
abe. From whence it is inferr'd, that our 
Ie conſiſts of a certain number of days 
 afore appointed. And becauſe Life has ſuch 
2 Tov, to which, (as to a Goal) Man 
bends 6 Courſe, hereupon the Scripture 
makes uſe of this Phraſe, Gen. 47. 29. And 
the Time drew nigh that Iſrael muff die, Deut. 
47:24. And the Lord feld unto ofes, Be- 
» thy days approach that thou muſt die, 
r than e e 
ons ſi b othe: a fixed. 
| Kelp Boundary to which « Man f dirs 
To enereaſe and diminiſh pre-fuppoſes 
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the Scripture affirms, That the fear of the 
Lord waged days, but the years of the wic« 
ted ſhall be ſhor or Prov. 16. 27, from 
whence ir allows, that Life has a Term, 
and that one Man's is contracted, and an- 
7 # other's enlarg'd according to their Works: 
- | | Beſides all theſe Places, that have been 
* that in Samuel is very obſerva- 
le, where David ſpeaks theſe words 

I Sam. 26. 10. 4: the lord Ben the Lox 
| fenite him, or his day ſhall come to 75 

or be ſhall deſcend into Battel and peri 
from whence it is very plain, rh ei 15 
th 


) 

) 

? 

Providence, Nature, or Chance ma Fn 

| Caule of a Man's death, as I ſhall 

|| and by. And it is likewiſe TD pA. 
(os Man has a certain day, in which 

ife muft be 2 or à Pott 

| TRE things I chought fit to premiſe, that 


| might eftabliſh che an 6 of what lam a- 
bout to diſcourſe of. 


| SECT. 2. Having clearly prox d tom 
the ſacred Writings, that there is a certain 
and definite Term eK Man's Life ; I ſhall in 
the next Place explain, how this term is to 
be underftood. 
And fir we muſt know, thac wiſe Men 
d0 not agree about this ching, but differ! in 
cheir Ju ents, according to thoſe Prigs 
* of —_ _—_ rn have 2 


4 Mienaſſeh Ben-Iſrael 
tain d. The Aſtrologers affirm, that the 
Term and continuance of Life depends up- 
on the Stars; and this was the Opinion of 
Aſculapius. Now, ſay they, if the whole 
Earth receives a vital Energy from the In- 
fldence of the Stars, (and for that Reaſon 

- ſome Part is fruitful, and ſome barren ) 
and likewiſe if the Times and Seaſons are 
determined by them, why may not alſo 
every Man's life and death depend upon 
them too? Other Men (that think a little 
cloſer ). are of Arzfozle's mind, and aſſert 
that the Sun and Man ingender Man. And 
they will have it, that not only the Sun 
wich is the chief of allthè Planets, but that 
Al the ref of the Stars do concurr to fo 
Noble, ſo excellent an Effect, as the For- 
mation of Man. Hence they divide the 
8 and various Offices among the 
nets. In the firſt Month of concepti- 
on, they ſay, Saters dries up the firſt Maſs; 
an thelecond, Fupiter kindly prepares and 
augments it; in the third, Mars ſeperates 
2nd quickens it, and ſo every Month the 
Planets execute their reſpectiye Offices, as 
1 be obſerv'd in Plato, apud mazfil. in 
Atlan. I. 3. and "Thomas - Aquinas, contra 
| Gent, q. 84. From thence it comes to paſs 
That that Conjunction or Disjunction of the 
- Stars which predominates at the Goncep- - 
of the uu, produces the * of 
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Ie Affections, Life and Death, Good 


ang Evil ; and ou. quite difcar every, 
g elſe from Fi e Ao ing of Men's de- 
h 


fs This was the Opinion of the Sroicks, 
Who obſtinately maintain d, that the im- 
mutable Fate of Men chiefly rely'd upon 
the Influence and Virtye of | the = 


There are others who attribute all that 
have taken notice of, to the Pofition an 
fficacy of the Stars, which happens at the 
irth, not at the Conception of the Child; 
ut this i is frivolous, becauſe all of them 
ee cee erous and unfortunate ] Events 
Fg fiat Sip n 
he Hebrew Doctors confeſs, hat infe- 
al odies act by the Virtus of heaven! 
ones; and nts affirms i in his Ep 
fits, That th ere is no one ADA f 55 
earned 7e "or the Philoſophers,” that 
- Coubts 1 Therefore t Gough they may 
UifſEne about the Creatio the World, 
(while ſome ſay it is Co with God, 
others, that it was created outof pre-exiftenr 
Matter, and 6thets out of Nothing) yet 
they all agree in this, That the Generation 


of, Sublunary things is effected by the 


Stars; but What the Virtue of the Stars 
is, or how it influences the Bodies, or 
Minds of Men, is ſtill dubious and inber- 
tain. The fore-mention'd-Rabb in his E- 


fo rk denies it: Theſe ate hie Werds; | 


. 
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* Some of the Philoſophers, ( who admit 
c not of Providence) attribute all humane 
< Events to chance, ſome of them to che 
« Efficacy of the Stars. On the other fide 
« ſome refer all to a fatal Neceſſity of the 
& heavenly Conſtellations, and will have 
it, that the Riches: and Poverty, the 
© Proſperity and Adverſity of all Men de- 
& pend upon the Poſition and Vertue of 
* the Stars; which are incident at the 
© time of their Nativity; and this Law 
they ayerr to be inviolab e. Both theſe 
** Opinions ate very falſe ; becauſe, that 
* which imputes all to Chance, denies the 
< Proyidence that is ſo much celebrated in 
Holy Writ ; that which allows ſo great 
* Power to the Stars, and follows judicial 
# , is fooliſh, In the firſt place 
E (ſays he) I have looked over all the A. 
e rabick Books that treat of this Science, 
and at laft diſcoyered ic all to be mere 
Vanity and Madneſ. : The truly wiſe 
4 Greocians negleted this Study, and none 

© of them have. written any thing about ic 


6e 
ce 


of the Term of Life. 7 
c and that Man is endowed with an abſo* 
© lute Power of purſuing 
ce ſtaining from Exil; as on the other fide, 
© of obeying his ſenſual A petite, and diſ- 
regarding the dictates o Reaſon. Now 
if the influence of the Stars is ſo. great 
© over Men, where is that Liberty? If it 
© is impoſſible for Men to avoid the influence 
© and impreflion of the Stars, why are 
© there — ? What does it ſignifie to 
<* endeavour to extirpate vicious Habits, 
* and to become vertuous, when Heayen 
6 had determined when we were bo 
© what we ſhould: be as long as we lived 
© If Men's liberty depend ſo much upon 
the Stars, all their Care, and 1 — 
« is to no purpoſe. Therefore, prom 
© monides, we ought to attributs 
cc Providence; for Sin is the Cauſe of 2 2 
© Man's povefty, and his Repentance may 


© make him rich. Proſperity and Adyer- 


c ſity are to be imputed to eyery Man's 
ce works, becauſe we fee God — Life 


te and temporal Bleſſings to choſe that ob- 
e ſerve” his Comandments. But if ie 


© ſometimes falls out otherwiſe, that à juft 
„Man meets with Afflictions, we muſl 
“ ſubmit to God: Becauſe he only knows 
& the Secrets of our hearts, and the 

* ſans why he puniſhes and rew 
may now es diſcoyer how' 
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nant the Judgment of Maimoni des was to 
that of the Aſtrologers, and what his Sen- 
timents were concerning judicial Aſtro- 
Iogy. 2 12 TRITBSGO 10 


SEC T. z. A great many very Learned 


 Dodtars are of a different Opinion, and 


unanimouſly aſſert, That ſome influence is 
deri vd upon New- born Intants from the 
poſitian of the Stars, and that Life and 
Death, Wealth and Poverty are ordain d 
after the ſame manner. This is the Fare of 


the Fuer, which is calbd by them, the Or- 


Ainstion f the Stars; and is uſually prov'd 


by cheſe following Reaſons. 


. It is manifeſt by Experience, that the 
Prophecies, of Aſtrologers commonly cor- 
xeſpond; with the Events, and that they 


have oſten foretold a ſhort Life, or a long 
one, a happy or a miſerable one. There- 


face theſe things are ordain d by the Stars. 
Every one is ſenſible, that the Ge ne- 


ation and Corruption of all Sublunary 


things depend upon the Motion of the 


_-. Heavens: For we may diſcern, as the 


Air is more tempeſtuous or calm, ſo it in- 


" .  figuates- it ſelf into Mens Bodies, and as 


it is artrated for Reſpiration, ſo it affects 


their minds. Therefore without » diſpute 


dhe Heavens have ſome power over” Hu- 
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The third Reaſon is drawn from Au- 
cherity. For the Scripture ſpeaks thus of 
the Sun and the Moon, Gen. 1. 18. And 
God made two great lights, ' tbe greater light 
zo rule the day, and the leſſer light to rule the 
night ; be made the ſtars alſo. lere re R. Mo- 
fes Gerundenſis asks, What is meant by that 
Dominion? It is that Dominion, fays he, 
which the Stars have over the Bodies of 
Men; which they varioufly influence, 
according to their favourable, or male- 
volent Alpect. It is faid in the Book of 


Judges, Chap. 8 They fought 2 


heaven, the ſtars in_their' courſes foi 
oainft Siſera. Likewiſe in Lala "47. 1 
Thow art wearied in the ' multitude f 
Counſels : Let now the Afrologers, the Star- 


gazers, the monthly Pregnoſticators ftand up, 


and ſave thee from thoſe things that ſhall 
come upon thee, Alſo Job ſays, Chapter 3.3. 
Let the Day periſh wherein I as born, and 
the Night in which it was ſaid, There is a 
Man-child conceived ; where be refers all 


his Evils to the time of his Conception, . 
or his Nativity. From all theſe things the 
Influences of the Stars are collected. The © 


Tulmudiſts alſo, in Tract. Moed. Ratam. cap. 
uli. ſeem to entertain this Opinion, For 


they ſay; that Children, Life and Food de- 
pend upon the Stars. And in another 
2251 108 affirm the N For 


chere 


* 
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there Vices and Vertues, are attributed +9 
the Efficacy of the Planets, under which 
every Man is born; and they take notice 
of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, &c. In the ſame 
place jit is diſputed, whether or no the 
Reaſon of theſe things is to be found out 
at the Birth or conception ; here their - 
Sentiments are plainly diſcovered to us. 

Notwithſtanding all this, we muſt take 
notice, that although this Opinion may 
be introduced among the Fews, yet they 
unanimouſly conſent that the Stars do on- 
ly incline, but not neceſſitate the Will and 

hoice of good Men. Bradraſi ( in behinat 
Olm) an eminent Orator among them, 
has theſe words; When, ſays he, You 
© look towards Heaven, and conſider the 


©» © Stars above, never imagine or believe, 
— © that they have any Power over the 


4 Will, as the ancient Aſtrologers fanſied, 
for they have no Authority at all over 
ce thoſe things that depend upon free-will. 
As to ſuch things which are out of che 
Power of Man, viz. Life, Honour, and 
- Riches, all agree, bat they who obey the 

 Commundments. of God are out of the reach 


almudick Doctors in one place. 


deny, 


* c : & 
* 7 9 : * * 
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deny, that there is a Planet belongs to 16 


rael, and in another affirm it. A oy. 


Diſtinction, they are both true; for 
Alen Ezra remarks upon Exod. cap. 34. 
no Planet reigns over the Jews, while 
they obſerve the Law, but when they neg- 
{e& it. Likewiſe the Prophet Feremy ſays, 
Chap, 10. 2. Be not diſmayed at the $igns 
of beaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed 4 
them. He that is deſirous to know more 
theſe things, may conſult the 18th. Book, 
chap. 2. of Foſephus's Antiquities of theFews. 
For where he treats of the Sect of the 
Phariſees ( whoſe Opinion I confeſs IT am 
of) he ſubjoyns theſe words. They 
«aſcribe all things that are acted to Fate, 
* but however they grant the Aſſent 
% Man's Will, alledging that God uſes this 
* moderation, that when all things are 
© made by his Counſel, yet Man hath the 


© Liberty of embracing Vertue or Vice 


In another place, B. 26. c. alt. ( Diſcour- 
| auß of the unhappy Death of Alexander 


Ariſſabulus, the Sons of cruel Herod) 
e ſays, It is reaſonable to doubt whe- 
* ther that crime is to be charged u 

* the young Gentlemen, by which they 
* had. long incurr'd their Father's Di 
te pleaſure and Hatred, or upon the old 


* King Crudly,aodiomoterae Delevat , 
C12 and Sovereign 5 or upon ors 2 
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"** whoſe Power, the Reaſons of the wiſeſſ 
Men cannot oppoſe. Hence we are 
de perſwaded, that ſhe has ſettled before- 
<*hand all humane Actions which muſt 
e neceſſarily come to paſs; and this is the 
© Power which we call Fate; becauſe 
* there is nothing but what it can accom- 
ee pliſh. So much for Joſephus. Here we 
may take notice, that by Fate he means the 
Vertue, or Influence of the Planets ; and 
he obſerves notwithſtanding theſe, Man 
has the Liberty to be wertuous or priffigate ; 
and a little after, that no human Reaſons 
can refit its Power: But Divine, and Su- 
pernatural ones can, ſuch as fervent Pray- 
ers, Alms-Deeds, ſincere Repetitance, and 
the like. He that has a mind to ſee a 
more accurate Diſcourſe upon this Sub- 
jet,” may be ſatisfied by the famous and 
dr table Gerard Jo. Veſſius, in the Se- 
cond Book of his moſt Learned Treatiſe 
. 
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Or bis Day ſhall come: But eſpecially the, 
ancient Doctors in Tancuama, are of this 
Opinion, who by thoſe words in Gen. 1. 14. 
and for days and years, allegorically under- 
ſtand the days, and years of a Man's Life, 
which the Jun and Moon mutually go- 
dern. Thus much for the Opinions of the 
Aſtrologers. . 


SECT: The Phyſicians are of an- 
other mind, (for they following Galen and 
Avieuma, the chief of that Profeſſion) 
maintain, that Life and the Preſervation 
of a Man's Body, conſiſt in the Hatmo- 
ny and Proportion of the Qualities which 
fefult from the four Elements, out of 
which it is compounded, but eſpecially in 
a due proportion of beat and. moiſture. So 
that a Man lives as long as the natural 
heat continues ; for being of a Fugitive 
Nature, it conſumes the Radical Moiſture, 
and when that is dry'd up, and the other 
extinct, we die: So Avicenna ſdys, It is im- 
oſſeble that we ſhould die, unleſs the Radi- 
cal. Moiſture” is abſorpt, and the natural Heat 
conſumi'd. According to this Opinion,eve= 
y ones Life depends upon a good Tem- 


foretel the Diſpoſitions and Manners of 
Children that are to be born, not by gazin 
the Heavens, as the Aﬀtrologers Top 
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perament, and from thence Phyſicians can 
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by obſerving the Fortune that attends the 
Mother while ſhe is pregnant. but princi- 
pally that of the Father: For Hippocrate. 
affirms, That Children inherit the Vices and 
Temper of their Father; ſo that a Phlegma- 
tick, or Cholerick Father, begets a Phleg- 
matick or Cholerick Son; beſides, ſays 
he, The very ſhape of the Fathers is im- 
preſs'd upon their Children. So that all 
that are born in the Lake Meois, have 
large and prominent Heads: And Ari- 
nd. hat the Lameneſs of an Arm, 
or Leg may be deriv'd upon the Child, 
There is no neceſſity to affert with 7heo- 
phraſtus, That the very ſubſtance, and e- 
very thing that belongs to the Child pro- 
ceeds from the Body of the Father, 4: 
the Head, and Hands of the Child, from 
the Head and Hands of the Father x but it is 
enough to know, that Children are like 
their Parents in their countenance, Acti- 
ons, Manners, and, what is ſtrange in their 
[nfirmities. "a8 3 
There are others that aſcribe the good 
and bad conſtitution, to the Vertue of the 
Planets which Infants receive by means 
. 2 
in m t it ſeems probable, 
9 — Ma Sun moves the Elements, from 
whence thoſe four Qualigies flow, in which 
Lifeand the Preſervatiomof the Body y 
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ſift: This Definition of the Term of Lifs 
leaſes che Fewiſh Doctors very much. 
The Learned Aben-Exra declares his Ap- 
probation of it, and expreſles himſelf after 
this manner: e know that there is 4 cer- 
tain time appointed for every Man, which * 
laſts in Proportion to the quantit of Bae 
tural heat and. moiſture ; and a little after 
he adds, That this is the Term which Dax - 
vid ſpeaks of, 1 Sam. 26. 10. His day ſhall 
come. R. Joel ben Such. upon thoſe words 
of David, Pſal. 39. 4+ Lord, make me to 
know my end, &c. comments thus, dy 
end arcording to my Conſtitution. R. Iſaac 
Abravanel, upon the 38th. Chapter of 1/aiab 
fays, That a Man's Life is determined by bis 
Conſtitution, and the quantity of Radical 
moiſture. Thus we ſee, that the Hebrew | 
Doctors and other Authors underſtand 1 
by the Termof Life, a certain period, which — 
in · one is ſhorter, and in another longer, i 
according to their different Conſtitutions. 


SGect. 5. A great many Learned Fews 1 
generally conſider this Term in reſpect of 
e Times. R. Solomon Farchi, upon cel. "70 

3. 1. ſays, The time to be born is nine Months, 

aud the hour of Death is uncertain. For the 

underſtruding of this, we muft take notice "I 

That our Life is limited to ſeveral Times. | 
In the beginning of the world Men lived "i 


PANE 700, 


* 
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700, 890,” or 900 years, conſiſting of 12 
Months, as Feſephus, Lib. 1. Antiq. Lactan. 
Div. Inſt. 2. and Auguſtine, de civ. Dei, I. 15. 
affirm. Afterwards God reduc'd this Life 
to 120 years, Gen. chap. 6. 3. And the 
Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not alway ſtrive 
awarh Man, for that be alſo is Fleſh: Yet his 
days. ſhall be an hundred and twenty years. I 
remember there are other Expoſitions of this 
place, (but as two great Doctors obſerve) 
they are foreign from the Text. God 
ſhorten'd Man's Eife for his Sins, judging 
it neceſſary to do ſo, that he might awaken 
his Conſcience, by the Conſideration of 
His ſhort Life, and that he might not have 
Ig many occaſions to Sin. As for Sens 
living 500 years after the Deluge, A.- 
Fhaxad, Salem, and Heber above 400, and 
Abraham about 200. R. Iſaac Abrauanel 
makes this Anſwer: It is not uſual to leap 
from one Extream to another, without 
obſerving a Medium; ſo we mutt ſuppoſe 
that God would diminiſh Man's Life by 
degrees, and bring it within the Compaſs 
A120 years, though ſcarce any (by rea» 
ſomof their Gareleſsneſs in eating) except 
Aeg arriv d to that Age; For which Rea- 
on the-Tolmudifts fay, That Moſes is meant 
| becauſe. the Haren numbers M 245: 
make up Moſes, Laitly, God ſhorten' 12 
— | * 2 Lie 
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Life of Men in Davids time, upon which 
Account the wiſe Men in Gemara Yebamoth 
ſay, that in his Time the Years were ſhor- 
ter. For thus it is written, Pſal. 90. 10. 
The days of our Years are Threeſcere Years and 
Ten, &c. Tho'the Inſcription of this Pſalm 
aſctibes it to Muſes, yerthey will have him 
to-be another Prophet, not the Law-giver; . 
or that David i indited it in Moſes's Name. 
But for all this, Moſes may be the Author; 
for as much as he, by his prophetick 89 
0 forecald how ſhort Man's Life ſhould 
e. 
Nevertheleſs, Experience detmonſirates; 
that Man's Life is more contracted, and 
thoſe Perſons who attribute this Alterati- 
on to the Subſtance of our Food, the Poſiti- 
on of the Heavens, &. are miſtaken; be⸗ 
cauſe, as I told you before, it was by a Di- 
vine Diſpenſation; - and this Reaſon Ciry- 
foftome, Hom. 2. in Gen. Philo de Gigant. & Las 
Hant. I. 2. c. F. allow of. What Pliny relates 
of Arganthonius,Epimenides, Pit, and os 
ters, who lived a great while, is not repug - 
nant to our Aﬀertion,becauſe he tells ps, the 
Vearof the Arcadian: was but three Months. 
No doubt but. ſome People, computing afs - 
ter this manner, have told us ſuch. ſtrange 
Stories of old Men. 7aler. Tarem B. 6: makes 
mestion of an old Man, who at an Hun- 
dted Years of Age, changed his Teeth, Skin 
3 * . and ng that looked Wy. 
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young, and liv'd as long again. A French. 
man, named John Effampis, alias Joannes de 
Tempori baus, is reported by Paulus Aim, de 
rebus Franc. I. 5. to have lived 300 Years, 
Cardon relates the ſame of a Turk, and 
likewiſe of an Indian that lived 340 Years. 
Though' Nature has now and then her 
Monſters and Exceſſes, yet we muſt not 
eaſily give credit to theſe things, when they 
are chiefly founded upon humane Autho- 
rity. I do not believe that the Seres liv'd 
200 Years, as Strabo reports, or that the 
effthiopians live as long again as we do, as 
Solinus imagines. There is no doubt 
but ſome Countries are more healthful 
than others; yet for all this difference of 
Climates, which make our Life longer 
or ſhorter, few People now-a-days ex- 
ceed the Age of 120 Years. * Beroſus ex- 
tends it to 110, Solon to 84, and David to 
Jo. and this is agreeable to what Trebellizs 
Tays, That the Mathematicians aver, that 
an Age cannot be extended beyond 120 
Years: From all which we may conclude, 
that the Term of Life is to be underſtood 
according to the Ages, in which there are 
more or fewer Years. - as 


_ SECT. 6. Theſe are the general Senti- 
ments of the Hebrews concerning the Term 
of Life, and theſe three Opinions in my 
Judgment, m be eaily reconciled ; for 
n n there 


/ [ 
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there is no queſtion but the heavenly In- 


fluences which are derived upon Infants 
contribute much to their Conſtitutions, 


which vary in ſeveral Ages. Upon this 


% 


Account the Learned Aben Ezra aſcribes 
the length of Life ſometimes ta the Tem- 
per, ſometimes to the Planets, becauſe 
both Gauſes hold good. And R. Mehiriiz 
lib. Mehir. Tebilot, ſays, There are two 
Cauſes of Man's Life, (one in reſpect of 
Time, {which proceeds from the Spheres 
and the other is natural Heat) which 
changes in ſeveral Ages. 
Alfter all, the Fews do not believe that 
this Term is preciſely and. unalterably de- 
termined before-hand by Divine Provi- 
dence,” for theſe following Reaſon:: 
1. Becauſe God promiſes long Life upon 
the Obſervation of ſome of his Command 
ments, as Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy Father 


aud thy Mother, that thy Days may be long 


upon the Land, Deut. 4. 40. and 32. 47. 
Now if our days were decreed by God 
from all Eternity, this Promiſe would be 


- vain, and no Body could exceed them, 
much leſs can God deceive us. Therefore 


it is in the Power of Man to make his 
Life long or ſhort, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter: 
2. We find ſeveral Perſons earneſtiy de- 


N ſiring God to ſpare their Lives. So Heze- - | 


Kiab, 2 Kings 20. 2, 3. Then be turnel his 


Face to the Wall, 2 prejed unto the Lord, 
; N vg | 2 ' 7 


ſaying 
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ſeying, I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember now , 
bew | have walked before thee in Truth, and 
with a perfect Heart. And David, Pl. Gr. 
Cain, being afraid of Death, ſays, Gen. 14.14. 
Everyone that findeth me ſhall flay me. There 
are others that have deſired to die, as El- 
as, 1 Kings 19. 4. Iris enough now, O Lord, 
tale away my Life, for I am not better than 
my Fathers, And Jonah, Chap. 4. 8. He 
fainted and wiſhed in ye to die, and ſaid, 
it is better for me to die than to live. Now 
if the Term of Life was abſolutely prede- 
ſtinated, the Prayers of Hezekiab, Cain, and 
David were vain, and thoſe of Elias and 
Jonab ſuperfluous, Hence the Talmudiſts 
in Guemara Berachet, ſay, That if any one 
comes into a City, and finds it in an up- 
-.- Toar, he may lift up his Voice, and pray 
to God that he would avert that Evil from 
his Family: Or, it any one ſhould deſire, 
after his Wife is with Child, that it 
may be Male, certainly ſuch Petitions 
are. frivolous, becauſe when a thing is 
done it cannot be altered. This we may 
apply to our preſent purpoſe; for if all 
things were decreed from Eternity, it is 
_ ablurd to be ſollicitous or careful about a- 
ny thing. | 4 
3 The truth of this Argument ismigh- 
tily. Confirmed by the Words which God 
 Tpaketo Solomon, 1 Kings 3. 11, 12, 13,14- 
From whence it is evident, that Solomon 
EDEN 20543 F 
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' might ask for Life as a contingent thing, 
and when God conferred on him Wiſdom, 
Riches and Honour, he might promiſe 
him Life too, not -abſolutely but conditi- 
onally, If thou wilt walk in my ways, &c. 

4. If the Term of Life is unalterably ſet- 
led, no Man can prevent Death : And yet 


we find God exhorting Man to beware of 


Dangers, and the Occaſions of Misfor- 
tunes, Deut. 20. F, 6, 7. and in another 


place, Chap. 22. 8. ben thou buildeſt a 
new Houſe, then thou ſhalt make a Battlement 


for thy 58 that thou bring net Blood upog 
thine Houſe, if any man fall from thence : 
Therefore it follows, that the Term of Lie 


is not fixed by an abfolute Predeſtina - 


—_—_ | 
5- David himſelf ſays, 1 Sam. 27. 10. As 


the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite bim, ar 


bis day ſhall come to die, or be ſhall deſcend 
ino Battle and periſh. If by thoſe Words 
or his day ſhall come to die, he underſtood 

the Day that-was decreed by God, it was 


ſuperfluous: to mention the three kinds of 


Death: For which ſoever had happened: 
it would have been appointed before-hand. 


And if fo, it is plain choſe Words were 


falſe; for Saul might have been ſmitten 
by the Lord, as well as ſlain in the Battel, 


6. There, is not one place in the holy _ 


- Writings, which affirms this Predeftinati-. 
daz but we may only collect from * | 
Ee | Lit | 
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cited Paſſages, that there is a Term of Life; 
which as I have explained it, depends up- 

on the Times, the Heavens, and the Conſt i- 
tution. So Fob fays, Chap. 14. 5. The 
 baſt appointed bis bounds that he cannot pass; 
by which he means, that all Men muſt dic. 
And D«vil, Pf. 89. 49. What man is be that 
liveth, ad. ſhall not ſee death? And in ano» 
ther Place, 1 Chron. 29. 15. Our days on 
Earth ere as a ſhadow, and there is none abi- 
ding. As for Jobs ſaying, Chap. 14. 5. 
The Number of his Months are with thee ; 
he means nothing elſe buc God's Pre-ſci- 
ence, becauſe God knew and fore- ſaw all 
things from Eternity. 


* 


2 


BOOK IL 
Whether the Term of Life 


is alterable or unalterable? 


AVING 'in the former 
Book prov'd;that there 
is a Term to every 


SECT. 1. 


? 


Man's Life ; 3 I ſhall in the next place en- 


quire, whether this Term is ſo fix d, that it 
is impoſſible to exceed or prevent it, or on 
the conttary, whether it is mutable ? 

All the Few unanimouſly conſent, that 
this Term is alterable, though it depend 
upon the Planets, the Conſtitution, or the 


Variety of Times. Hereupon, R. Baybe ſays, 


that there isa more Eminent Power, above 
that of che Stars, which orders things by 
Reward and Puniſhment. The ſame is 
* conficocth 
Where (alligning the dependance of Li 

upon the Temper of the Body) he ſays, 
"that the Natural Heat and Moiſture of 


every one that ſerves God) is augment- 


ed, and then a Man exceeds the Term of 
Like. Therefore according to this . 
75. the Term of Hl is . | 


by Aben Exra, upon Exod, Ch. 23: ys | 
— 
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This is the Reaſon that Men take ſuch 
Care to preferve their Health, and when 
it is impair d, to recover it. This makes 
them ſo often change the Air: This makes 
them drink thoſe medicinal Potions, that 
are ſo nauſeous. In a word, this firſt makes 
Men ſtudy, and then Practiſe Phyſick. 
And indeed, as it is very ridiculous to a- 
ſpire to that Preferment,w hich by no Pains 
or Induſtry can be procured ; ſo I think 
it exceeding ſimple to be careful about the 
Preſervation of our Life, when the Term 
is immutable, and it cannot be prolonged. 
Nay, it would be to no nh for the 
Earth to bring forth Plants, and Herbs 
(by the Bounty of God) for no other De- 
fign than the uſe of Phyſick. 

But chat we may eftabliſh this Opinion 
better, let us conſult the 30. Chap. of Eccl. 
and the 1ſt. Verſe. In which place Solo- 
mon affirms, That the Term of Life is ahe- 
rable.. There 4s a time to be born, and a 

dime to die. Here we ſee, that our Birth 

and Death are parallel 4, fonſmuch as 

they have both a certain time. Now if 

8 by che hour of Death, that Teru of Life 

n OS "Is underſtood, whichis  analterably decreed 
by God; then the ſame mag be ſaid of 

the hour of our Nativity. But if this is 

Ee. the very. Name of Nature is de- 

roy'd; for by this means we arc oblig d 
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Birth of Abrabam, his long Life, his Mar- 
riage with Sarah, her Conception and 


Delivery of a Son, which is abſurd; when. 


common Experience makes it appear, 
that theſe things depend upon Free- wilt. 


If any oneenquires, how we mull under- | 


ſtand, that there is ſome time of Life ap- 
pointed. Rabbi Sclomen anſwers, The time 
of our Formation is compleated in nine 
Months, but that of Death alters, accord- 
ing to the Diverſity of the Age. And as I 
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ſaid before, this is commonly the ſpace of. ITE 


70 Years. This being premiled, I con- 
clude that the ſpace, of 70 years, or rather 
the Term of Life is uncertain and mutable, 
when che ſpace. of nine Months, or che 


X. 


time of Pregnancy, i is ſo too. The time of 


our Birth is doubtleſs uncertain, for 


thoug h the Ta/mudick Doctors do averr, 4 


That the Fetus of dumb Animals are 
formed within a limited time, yet they do 
not own the ſame of young Children. 
They make the time of Parturition three- 


fold, one at the ninth Month, which is 


common and uſual, and this they will 
have meant by the Word; Conception 0 
Which in the | Hebrew contains the. 1 


ber 23x, for there are ſo many ay in 


nine Months. The ſecond time that a 
Woman is with Child, is ſeren Months; 


hence in the Feruſalem Targum upon theſe . Is 


; Wee, 85 2 3.46. * wn En mul, 
1 | 6 1 
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thy Sorrow, and thy Conception, &c. the 
Commentators ſay, That tlie Word iz mul. 
tiplying, according to the numerical Let- 
ters of the Hebrew, makes up 212 Days, 
which are equivalent to ſeven Months ; 
agreeably to this, the Philoſophers 
Empedocles, Plotinus and Macrobius, ſay, 
That a Child can't live, that is born be- 
fore the ſeventh Month. Some of the 
Rabhins are of an Opinion, that every one 
of the ſeven Planets performs an Office 
in the Production of Children. 

The third time of Parturition is extend- 
ed tO the 12th. Month. Agellius B. 3. chop. 
_IF. reports, that a Woman was brouglit 
to Bed at Rome, the 11th. Month after her 
Husband's Deceaſe. The Emperos Adxri- 
an, (by the Conſent of Phyſicians and 
Philoſophers) maintained, that this thing 
is poſſible. Bernard mentions a Woman 
(which is ſcarce credible) that was 16 

Months with Child. Thus we ſee, that 
it is ordinary for Women to be with Child 
| nine Months, yet extraordinarily they 
be Deliver'd before, or after that time; 
ſo the ordinary Term of Man's Life is 70 
Years, yet very few live ſo long. There- 
fore the Term of our Life is not ſo preciſe- 
ly Fix d, but it may be changd. 
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dence, Chance, or Nature. Theſe three Cauſes 
| put inſtead of the three Fatal Siſters, to 
whom the Heathens aſcrib'd the Bounda- 
riesof Life. Thus a Man's Life is ſhorter.'d 
by Providence. For Example. When 
a Man is cut off from the People, which 
Puniſhment the Scripture makes mention 
of; and by which the Cabbaliſts, Aram- 
ban, and Jſaac Abtrawane! affirm, a Man's 
Life is taken away in the midſt of his 
days, and the Soul after its Separation 
from the Body, is deprived of the fight of 
God. 

Hence it is maniteſt, that our Life may 
be ſhortned by Sin, and prolong'd by Ver- 
tue. But I ſhall Illuſtrate this Argument 
by ſome Examples. The Ræblins ſay, That 
Abraham livd 875 Yeays, which are ſive 
leſs than his Son Jaac, becauſe he ſhoulfl 
not ſee the Impiety of his Kinſman Eſar. 
Rachael alſo did not live out her days. For 
that which proceeds cut of a Righteous Man's 
mouth, is the ſame as if it came out of an 
Angel's. Jacob not knowing that ſhe had 
ſtolen her Father's Idols,curs'd her, ſaying, 
With whom ſoe ver thou findeſt thy Gods, let 
him not live, Gen. 31. 32. So they ſay, 
though 7oſeph liv'd 110 years, yet he died 
before all his Brethren, becauſe he had 
_ exerciſed a great deal of Severity towards 
them. Abijab is ſaid to be ſlain by the 
Lord for the Sin, by which he polluted: 
\ #8 US EG, himſelf, | 
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himſelf, ſaying, Te be a great multitude, and 


there are with you Golden Calves, which 
8 made you for Gods, 2 Chron. 13.8. 

ith this agrees what 1/aiab ſays, Chap.s. 
5. Moe is me, for I am undone, becauſe I am 4 
Man of unclean Lips, and an Angel came, 
and touched his The (with which he had 
offended) with a_ Coal. Though theſe 
things are ſupported by Human Authori-. 


_ rity, yet this is convincing enough, that 


the Ancients believed the abbreviation of 
| | -* 
There are more clear Examples beſide 
theſe, (in Saul and his Sons) which the 
Scripture expreſſes after this manner, 
1 Chron. 10. 13, 14. So Saul died for bi; 
Tranſgreſſon which he committed againſt the 
Lord, even againſt the word of the Lord, 
which he kept not. God ſmote Mabal with 


a a ſudden Death, 1 Sam. 25. 38. And 


it came to faſs about ten days after, that the 


Lord ſmote Nabal that be died. Here the 
Fewiſh Doctors note that thoſe were the 
cen days Which are between the begin- 
ning of the Year, and the Day of Expiati- 


on; which we call penitential days, beoauſe 


' 
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every one ought then to Examin his Life, 
and conſider what he hat ſaid or done amiſs. 
Jeremiah foretold the Death of Hawaniah 
the falſe Prophet, Chap. 28. 16. 7bizs year 


ſhalt thou die, becauſe thou haſt raupbt Rebellion 
ggainſt the Lord, But What ſhall we fay of 


that 


— 
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that vaſt multitude, which periſhed in the 
Deluge? Of thoſe that were conſum'd in 
Sod:m and Gomorrah ? Of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram, and their wicked Accomplices 
whom the Earth ſwallow'd up alive? Of 
that grievous Plague which ſwept away 
ſo many Iſraelites in David's time? Is it 
not manifeſt enough, that their Lives were 
ſhorten'd by Divine Providence? Per- 
tinent to this are the words of David, 
Pſal. 37. 22. Such as be bleſſed of him, ſhall 
inherit the Earth : And they that be curſed 
ov ſhall be cut off ; and of Jeremiah, 
ap. 17. 11. He that Getteth Riches and 
not by Right, ſhall leave them in the midſt 
of his days ; which R. Kimchi Expounding, 
ays, He ſhall die before his time. Fob 
ſays, Chap. 36. 12. If they obey not, they 
ſhall periſh by the Sword. And Solomon, 
Eccl. 8. 13. It ſhall not be well with the 
wicked, neither ſhall he prolong bis days, 
Chap. 7. 17. Be not overmuch wicked, nei- 
ther be thou fooliſh. Why (houldſt thou die 
before- thy time ? Upon which. places the 
Chaldee Paraphraſt ſays,They ſhall ſhorten 
their days, becauſe they ſhall die before 
their time comes to die. Becauſe God us'd 


to puniſhSinners with untimelydeath, there- 5 


fore David prays, Pſal. 102. 24. That God 
would not rake him away in the midſt of his © 
days. The Cabbaliſts upon that place of the 
Eroverbs, Chap. 33. 23. There is that is de- 
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Froyed for want bf Fudgment, ſay, That it is 
cercain, that Men often die before their 
time. Hicher may be referr'd thoſe Per- 
ſons that are puniſhd for their Crimes, 
as. 7oajh, Shimei, and many more. Con- 
ccrning theſe, Solomon'obſerves Prov. 19.16. 
He that deſpiſeth his ways ſhall die. Upon 
which words the Learned Aber Ezra com- 
ments, Before his time, becauſe the Council 
ſhall pur him to Death. 


SECT. 3. There is another way like- 
wile, by which Life may be ſhorten'd, 
and that is by - Chance or Fortune. For 
this Reaſon, R. qudab Levita, upon thoſe 
words of Samuel, Or he ſhall deſcend into 
the Battel and periſh, &c. ſays, That it is 
an accidental Death. And R. Foſeph Al- 
ho affirms, that ir. ſignifies a Paith, that 
happens by Chance, and without any an- 
tecedent Offence, and meerly by the 
Power of a Celeſtial Sign. But that I may 
explain this thing more clearly, I ſhall 
| ſhew, what the Fows meant by Chance and 
Fortune. 

And in the firſt place, they uſually di- 
ſtinguiſh between Fortune and Chance. The 
latter of which they attribute to inani- 
mate and inſenſible Creatures. For in- 
ſtance, if Tyles fall from a Houſe, when 

the Wind blows, and kill a Man. Hers 


we have two things, I. A natural 7 
or 


7 * 


| 
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tural, Caſual and Voluntary. For all things 
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for it is natural for the Wind to blow. 
2. That which may be properly call'd 
Chance, for it is Caſual indeed that a 
Tyle ſhould drop off, and kill any one. 
Sometimes they uſe it more ſtrictly, and a- 
ſcribe it to ſenſible, and inanimate Crea- 
tures, that act by Inſtinct. 

Fortune they call Hi damen, and will 
have to belong only to Men, or rational 
Creatures. Though theſe two things do 
differ, yet the difference is ſo ſmall, that 
they are both very often comprehended in 


the ſame Definition; for according tofome 


of the Rabbins, Chance und Fortune are defin'd 
after this manner, they are ſuch things 


as come by accident, not naturally, or 


by Order and Deſign. For Example; if a 


Man by digging a Pit ſhonld find a Trea- 


ſure. That Claudius endeavouring to con- 
ceal himſelf upon the Murder of Caligula, 


ſhould be diſcover'd by a Soldier, and 
created Emperor. That Caligula (as Sueto- 


nius teſtifies) walking out after Supper, 
ſhould be unexpeRedly ſlain by the way. 
Theſe and ſuch-like things the Hebravs 


call Chance and Fortune, from whence they 
that have good or bad Fortune, are call'd 
fortunate or unfortunate. | 


Hereupon R. Judah Levita, R. Iſaac 4 
ma, and R. Solomon Febet have divided all our 
Actions into four Claſſes, vix. Divine, Na- 
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that come to paſs in the World, proceed 
either from God's Providence, Nature, 
Chance, or Man's Free-will. This is cer- 
tainly a very acurate, and elegant Di- 
ſtinction. The Hebrews likewiſe affirm, 
That God often deſerts Men for their Sins 
and Iniquities, and then they are expos'd 
to Chance and Fortune; this they prove out 
of Levit. cbap. 26,27,28. i. e. (as Abravond 
and all others expound it) If ye walk not con- 
ftantly with me, and uprightly, then will I 
leave you (that were before guarded by my 


3 Providence) /ubje# to the miſccbances ad 


accidenits of the World. © 
— Theſe things happen to thoſe whom 
God forſakes, as it is written, Deut. 37.18. 
41 will ſurely hide my fore in that day, that 
is, my Providence and my Favour : There- 
upon the Jes are wont to ſay, That a- 
ny: Vice or Sin (though not Mortal) is e- 
nough to make a Man obnoxious to Chance, 


which thing is confirm'd by them out of 


t the Scriptures.” For Meſes advertifing the 
Ifraelites, leſt they ſhould be hurt = the 
- -- deftroying Angel, ſpeaks: thus, Exod. 12. 

22. None of jou ſhall go out of the door of 


- - - ther place, Deut. 20. 5. hat man is there 


. that bath built a new houſe, and hath not De- 
dicated it? Let bim go and return to bis 


e Ie be die in the batted. . Alſo 22: 8: 
Na ſhalt make 4 Baulemen 
, „„ 118 x < 


t for thy Roof, 
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that thou bring not Blood upon thy houſe. 
From which places it appears, that it is in 
Man's power to avoid Danger, or run into 
it; for as a King does not regard the Pro- 
motion, or Advancement of a perſon that 
is not his Subject: So neither has God a 
particular Care of thoſe who neglect the 
-obedience of his Laws, but reſigns them 
to the Scorn and Contempt of Fortune. 
"The ſame alſo is maintain'd by R. Levi 
Ben Gerſon (in his Milbamot à ſem.B.g. c. 2.) 
in theſe words, It is not reaſonable, that we 
Thould allow ſuch a Providence, that makes it 


impoſſible that wicked Men ſhould be Capable 


"of receiving that good which-the Stars have 


ordain'd for them. I only affirm, That ſuch 
wnes which - 


People are liable to thoſe mis-fort 
"the heavenly Signs incline them to, and that 
*God does not protect them from thoſe Evils 
"that the Planets have deſign d. For this 
Cauſe the Talmudiſts ſay, A Man ſhould 
never run into Danger, and then deſire a 


* 


"Miracle for his relief; beeauſe he may be 5 


Zaſappointed of that. 


But liere we muſt take notice, That ma- 
n things may ſeem to fall out by Chance 
und Fortune, which nevertheleſs /ate 
order d by the ſpecial Care and Direction 

455 And therefore che Rabbins 
(commenting upon the Text, in Exod. at. 
13. F Man lie not in wait, but God deli= © 
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34 Mnaſlch Ben. Israel 
Opportunities, (as if it were by Chance) 
to execute his Judgments; which they 
illuſtrate by this Example. Once up- 
on a time there were two Murderers, one 
had kill'd a Man by Chance, and the o- 
ther deſignedly, but no body yet knew 
when they did it. Now what does God 
do in this Caſe 2 Does he ſuffer theſe 
Crimes to go unpuniſh'd ? No; but be- 
hold! God orders it ſo, that both of them 
ſhould come into the ſame In, where he, 
that flew the Man accidentally, climbed 
up 2 Ladder, and tumbling down kill'd 
the other, but he that fell down (reco- 
vering himſelf) flew to a place of Refuge, 
that he might be ſecur'd from Proſecuti- 
on, and ſo both of them were-puniſh'd. 
There is another way by which Chance 
and Providence may concurr, as in the 
Death. of Kin Abab; for though it was 
foretold by the Prophet, yet the Scripture 
Records, he was undeſignedly flain by an 
Archer. We conclude therefore, that 
Mens Lives may be ſometimes ſhorten'd 
by Chance, or unexpected Events. Soldiers 
are in the greateſt Danger of theſe; for 
as Solomon obſerves, The Bartel is not always 
zo the ſtrong, Eccl. 9. 1 ſo R. Babye notes 
upon Deut. 20. 5, Left be die in the Battel, 


. e. ſays he, before his time: From whence it 
dies before 


SECT, - 


11 in War, 
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SECT. 4. A Man's Life alſo may be 
| ſhorten'd by natural means. As xft, By 
an ill Habit of Bady, which often pro- 
ceeds from the. Parents; for Hi 
fays, a Phlegmatick Father, begets a 
Phlegmatick Son, and a Colerick Father, 
u Colerick Son. 2d. By unwholeſome Air. 
34. By the diſorders of our Affections, 
and a debauch'd way of Living. Hence 
Philo the Few, (in his Book of the Crea- 
tion of the World:) ſays, That ſeveral - 

ſorts of Meat are apt to hurt and opprefs 
the Stomach; Chry/oft. (in Orat. contra lux. 
crap.) againſt Luxury and Drunkenneſs, 
fays, as a Ship that is over-Laden will 


ſink, ſo a Man, that eats too much, ha- 


dens his Death. The Phyſicians too are 
of Opinion that much Meat, and of ſeveral 
ſorts, are prejudicial to the Body, and 
' ſhorren Life; as it is reported, that Vtel- 
Ius and Julian eat Variety of Victuals of- 
ten in a Day. Laſtly, A great many In- 
firmities, which are the Cauſe of a fhort 
Life, proceed from an ill Digeſtion; theſe 
- "Tnfirmities' che Talnudiſts ſay are 903, 
which are noted in thoſe words of David. 
fal. 68. 20. The Iſſues of Death. We of- 
fend againſt the Rules of Health, by the 
cy nt quality of our Food, and in 
"the time and manner of Eating. Hence 
David ſays, Plal, 34. 21. Evil ſpal ſlay the 
CC 
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Wicked; 1. e. Such Perſons do as good as 
kill themſelves; and hither may be refer'd 
all that do ſo, as Acbitophel and others. 
All theſe Cauſes of a ſhort Life, are beſt 
remark d by Maimonides, in Yada hazaka, 
for in that Book where he had preſcrib'd 
moſt uſeful Receipts for the Preſervation 
of Health; he adds this, Vhoſoe wer obſerves 
theſe Rules which are laid down by me, 1 
dare avouch ſhall never. be (ck all his Life, or 
want a Phyſician, but die of mere old Age ; 
except his Body was infirm from his Birth ; or 
6 Peſtilence, or « Famine infeſt that part of 
the Country where he lives. Here we may 
diſcern by what Cauſes Maimonides de- 
clares our Life may be ſhorten'd, viz. b 
an ill Complexion, by a looſe Courſe of 
Living, by Divine Providence, by Plague 
or Famine. I proceed now to ſhew that 
our Life may be prolong d. 


SECT. 5. God, in ſeveral places, pro- 
miſes long Life to good Men, and thoſe 
Who obey his Laws, as Exod. 20. 12. Ho- 
nour thy Father and thy Mother, that thy days 
may be long in the Land, Likewiſe in Deut. 
17. 20. and 22. 7. and in Pſal. 91. 16. 
With long Life will I ſatisfie him. Prov. 28. 
16. He that hateth Covetouſneſs ſhall prolong 
bis days. 9. 11. for by me thy days ſpall 
multiplied, and the years of thy Life ſhall be 
n 


= N 9 — 
9 . - 
3 m : 0 
\ - _— * 


— 


. 
; . 
- 
. * 
- < 
* 


of the Term of Life. 37 
this Promiſe is expreſly given by God, to 
Holy and Religious Men. But for all this 

there is a great Diſpute (among our Do- 
ctors) about the quality, and form of this 
Promiſe. R. Moſes Gerund, thinks tis ex- 
tended to old Age, i. e. 70 or 80 years; for 
which Reaſon upon thoſe words, Exod. 
chap. 23. 26. He ſays, the meaning is, He 
ſhall not die in Bartel, or by Peſtilence, or 
by Change of Air, but by old Age. R. Da- 
bid Kimchi is of the ſame Opinion, and 
declares it upon that Text in 2 Sam. 7. 12. 
I ben thy days be fulfill d, and thou ſhalt ſteep 
with thy Fathers, i. e. when thou art old, i 
and hait-liv'd the longeſt time, which is _ 
uſually 70 years. Therefore, whenever | 
that Expreſſion of Augmentation occurs in 
Scripture, we muſt underſtand ſome In- 
firmity, or ill Temper, from which a Man 
is deliver'd, as inthoſe Places, Prov. 9.11. 
and 10. 27. For if a Man keeps the Com- 
mandments of God, though he ſhould be 
very ſick and weak, yet God can recover 
him and prolong his days, as may appear 
from the forecired Texts. And if God doth 
grant it, he is Happy, and arrives to che 
Term of 70 or 80 years. Hence, R. Joel 
Ben Such (in lib. Norah Tbebilot.) upon thoſe 
words of David, Pſal. 61. 6. ſays, That 
David deſires no more than the ordinary 
time of Life; but R. Solomon is more ex- 
a2, and ſays David means by Generations 
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70 years; for twice 35 years makes up two 
Generations, or 70 years. This was the 
Opinion of R. Aquiba, (before theſe two) 
that by Virtue and good Actions Life was 
increaſed ; ſo Hex kiab liv'd 15 years lon- 

er upon the Account of his Repcutance, 
or he was but 29 years old then, and had 
Reigned bur 14 years. 

Hereupon the Rabbins ſay, That God's 
Augmentation is more than the Principal, 
for all thoſe computed together, make up 
but 58 years; ſo that he did not live to the 
ordinary Term of 70 years. This indeed is 
a great Puniſhment, but tis ſuch an one, 
by which it may appear, that thoſe Per- 


ſons may have the Grant of a longer Life, 


who deſerve it. To theſe things belong 
that Saying of ſome of the Ancients, That 
God bas a particular regard for thoſe who 

Ave juſtly and righteonſly for the be of their 
good Deeds, and therefore their Life is propor- 
zionable, 1. e. he daily encreaſes their Life. 
Hence (upon thoſe words of Moſes, Deut. 
31.2.) They ſay, Now my days are fulfill d, 
this day 1 was born, and this day I ſhall die; 
for Moſes was born, and dy'd, upon the 
ſerenth day of the Month Adar. So 
likewiſe the 365 years of Enoch, which 


be lived upon Earth, were proportion d 


to the 365 days of a Solar year; whoſe 
5 Age being (as 1 my ſay ) proporti- 

end, he was tranſlated into Heaven. 
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After this manner God uſually conſume 
mates, and compleats the days of the Juft, 
Therefore-David ſays, Pſal. 37. 18. The 
Lord knoweth the days of the upright; as if 

he took a particular Account of every day. 
According to theſe Men the Reward of a 
long Life is nothing elſe, but the Com- 
pletion of 70 or 80 Years, which ſome 
of them ſay no Body can exceed. 
But there are other Men who diſſent 
from theſe: For R. Niſſim, R. Foſeph Albo, 
Jaac Abranavel, and others, believe that 
all the Promiſes of the Moſaick Law are 
Supernatural, and for that Reaſon main» 
tain, that the Promiſe of long Life is not 
limited within the Gompals of 70 or 80 
Years ; and that a Man may live longer. 
Hence a certain Rabbi ſays, F a Mu d- 
ſerves it, his two Generations ſhall le- ang- 
mented, if not, they ſhall be diminiſh d. This 
opinion 15 moſt in yogue among the ce- 
| * 1 4 | 

Hereupon thoſe Doctors who approve _. 

of the — of the Aſtrologers, ſay, 
that where- ever the word tation 

occurs in the Scripture, it is meant beyond 

the End determin d by the Planets. They 
who think the Term of Life depends upon =o 
the Conſtitution, ſay, that God by a cer- mm 

tain Divine Power encreaſes the Radical | | 

Moifture. Hence Aben Ezra remarks, that 
dur days are not „ 8 afore, but are 
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natural, and that Nature is wonderfully 
enlarg d by good Works. The ſame thing 
is taken notice of by R. Maebir in lib. Urim 
& Pctumim. for this Reafon, ſays he, the 
- Receflion of the Sun upon the Dial, was 
given by God as a Token to Heek of 
the Continnance of his Life: Becauſe the 
Sun is the Fountain of all Heat: Upon 
this Account, the Sun receding and re- 
tracting his Rays together with his natu- 
ral Heat; he that through Age had im- 

ird this, might have it reſtor'd, and as 
it were grow young again. According to 
this Opinion (which I think the beſt) the 
prolengation of Life which God promi- 
Ted, daes exceed any Term, whether Com- 
phexianal, Planetary, or Secular. 


- SECT. 6. In the next Place let us fee, 
how-Vertue and Piety are the means to 
- promote the Radical Moiſture in Men, 

As the Happineſs of the Soul conſiſts in 

Goodneſs, or inthe Knowledge of Vertue, 

and what is moſt commendable: In like 
manner, a Man's life is increaſed and re- 

newd by good Actions and Meditation on 

God's Law. Now that Life is enlarg'd by 

Piery, may be eyinc'd by the words of So- 

lemon, Prov. x0. 27. Here the Talmudiſts 
ay, this is evident from Experience. The 

fear of the Lord prolongeth days : He ſays 
this in reſpect of the firſt Temple, — 4 
„% „ , * Tafted' 
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laſted not above 410 Years, and under 
which there were not above 18 Prieſts : 
Aud the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhorten d. 
He ſpeaks this in reference to the ſecond 
Temple, which continued 420, and there 
were above 300 Prieſts under that; by 
this number, they mean a great many. 
And they further add, that they liv'd lon- 
ger under the firſt Temple, than they did 
under .the ſecond, becauſe they were 
more holy, 

Furthermore, our Doctors aflert, that 
they are 248 Bones and 345 Nerves in 4 
Man, to which the 613 Precepts of the 

'Law correſpond. Hence the Cabbaliſts 
ſay, that Men (by Religion and keeping 
God's Commandments) not only purifie 


their Body, ſo that of Terreſtrial and 


Groſs, it becomes Celeſtial and Spiritual, 
but even corroborate and augment the 


natural Heat ſo much, that it ſometimes 


becomes immortal, as Enoch's and Eliass 
did. And this is not contrary to Reaſon: 


For, if according to Galen, good Diet pre- 
ſerves Health, and conſequently prolongs 
Life; may we not allow the ſame Eſſica- 

cy, nay greater, to the wiſe Government 
of the Soul? Now the Body receives Life 


from the Union of the Soul; therefore if 
this be manag d according to the Rules 
of true Holineſs, (which are not preſerih d 
by Galen, or "Hippocrates, but which we 
W learn 
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evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guiles by 
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learn from Heaven) no Man can deny, 
but it is moſt reaſonable to expect long 
Life, from a.perſeverance in that. I re- 
member that I have read of a certain Rab- 
Ii, that wonder'd that Men ſhould live fo 
long in Babylon, when tis ſituated ſo low, 
(which Places Avicenna takes notice are 


very unhealthy) but, when he was in- 


form id that they often frequented the Synago- 
wes, he was very well {irisfied. The like 
met with in Cuemera de Tahanit, c. 4. 
whereſome People asking how they might 
rolong their lives, the wiſe Men an- 
wer'd, that it might be done partly by a 


© natural Cauſe, and partly by a moral one, 


viz. The fear of the Lord. I have read alſo 
of a Merchant, (who liv'd in the Iſland of 
Cypras) that order'd it to be proclaim'd, 

X 5 he had abundance of ſweet Spices to 
ſell that were excellent to preſerve Life, 
and when a great many People came to 


purchaſe them, he pull'd out a Pſalter out 


of his Bag, and ſhew'd em the 34th. Pſalm, 
where David ſays, v. 13, 14. What Man 


 # he that deſireth Life, and loveth many days, 


that he may ſee good? Keep thy + yoo 
| hich 


would intimate that Piety, was the 


beſt Aromatick to procure long Life. Be- 


ſides, the Meditation upon God's word is 


the means to prolong life, and reſtore the 


natural Heat, This is ſtrongly confirm'd by 
— 33 TE . ; 8 * PM | So- 
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golomon s Exhortation: For that moſt wiſe 
King (where he ſpeaks about the Law) 
ſays, Length of Days u in her Right-hand, 
and in her Leff-hgnd Riches and Honour, Prov. 
3. 16. Allo Chap. 9. 11. By me thy days ſhall 
be multiplied; and in another place, Chap. 
3. 8. It ſhall be health to my Navd, and mar- 
row to my Bones. The Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Scripture faith, Man ſhall not live by 
' bread only, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Lord, Deut, 8. 3. 
From hence it appears that Men are nou- 
riſh'd by Spiritual, as well as Cagporal 


Food. And this I believe is the Reaſon 


why Solomon compares the Law of God to 
the Tree of Life, Prov. 3. 18. becauſe as 
the Tree of Life (which was in Paradiſe) 
had ſuch a Vertue, that whoever taſted 
the Fruit of it, grew young and vigorous 
Again, So the Law of God (which is like 
the Tree of Life) has the ſame effect. In 
like manner, if Adam had not ſinn'd, (tho 
his Body was compounded of a mixture of 
the four Elements) he might have liv'd a 
reat many Years longer, and at laſt his 
9 with his Body, might haye 
been tranſlated into Heaven, as it happen d 
to Enocb, and Elias, and all others would 
have enjoyed the like Privilege who had 
. liv'd in perfect Obedience to the Law. 
; .. Hence the Rabbiys believe, that when 
| the Law was given to Moſes, God plac d 
— 2 6 „ © Dove Fa * f x t 
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44 Menaſſch Ben-Iſrael 
the I/aelites in the ſame State that Adam 
was in before the Fall. But that happy 
Condition laſted not long, by reaſon of 
their abominable Idolatry M worſhipping 
the Calf. Therefore David Nays, B/. 82.7, 
8. I have ſaid ye are Gods ; and all of you are 
Children of the moſt high* But ye ſhall die 
like Men, &Cc. _ 
What I have mention'd already does 
notably illuſtrate and confirm that ſingu- 
lar Example (which is recorded in Gae- 
mera pon Febamoth C. 12. of a certain 
 Familyfin Feruſalem, out of which, who- 
ſoever was born ſeldom liv'd above Eigh- 
teen years; which thing being related to 
R. Fobanan Ben Zachey, and being ask d 
what was the reaſon of it, he bid them 
enquire, if they were not of Elis Poſte- 
rity, whom God had threatned, ſaying, 
1 Sam. 2. 33. All the increaſe of thine Houſe 
ſhall die in the flower of their Age. And it was 
diſcovered that they were deriv'd from 
him. Upon which, he admoniſh'd them, 
that if chey deſired God would grant them 
longer Lives, they ſhould very diligently 
meditate upon his Law. This wiſe Man's 
advice, had its effect and experience ſhew'd 
it. And out of gratitude the Family would 
ever after be calld by his Name. Our 
Rablins likewiſe report, that the Sabbath- 
day on which David died, he was ver 
intent in meditating on God's Law; whi 
e 
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when the Angel Samael (who is the com- 
mon Executioner of Death) perceived, he 
he could not execure his Office. Where- 
fore he contrived this Straragem, that a 
high Wind ſhould vehemently ſhake the 
Trees that grew in David's Court, that 
might occaſion his coming abroad, which 
it did; but as he was going down ſome 
; | fteps, he miſſed one of them, and fell 
down; upon which the King (being in a 
Conſternation) did not think upon God's 
Law, ſo his Meditation ceaſing, his Life 
ceaſed alſo. 
The Rabbins in this place are of opini- 
on, that David obtained ſuch Favour from 
God by his Sanctity, and his devout 
Hymns, that Death could have had no 
Power over him, if he had not committed 
Adultery, and Murder. Save only in the 
Matter of Uriab, ſays the Scripture, 1 Kings 
15. 5. This is enough to ſhew that our 
Life may be prolonged by obſervin 3 
God's Laws, and meditating thereon; ſo 195 
that if any one would perfectly and conn 
ſtantly obſerve the Law, it is probable 
that (like Elias) he would never die. For 
believe this may be miraculouſly done s 
two ways: Firſt, by preſerving the Radi- | 
cal Moiſture in its due State. Secondly, - 
by preſerving che Virtue of our Food 8 | 
to the Firſt, it is confirmed by the Exam- 
ple of Moſes, who lived forty days in 
W 


wn es +. ME: 4: FB on WW» 28 


8 
R 
= 


nad . l —_— by 
„ f \ 


16 Mienaſſeh Ben-Iſrael 
Mount Sinai, without Meat or Drink; 
then the Divine Law (which was inſtead 
of Food) preſerved the Radical Moiſture 
in its due Vigour and Strength. The o- 
ther is confirmed by the Example of E- 
L; for the Angel ſaid unto him, Axiſe 
and cat becauſe the Tourney is too great for 
thee, 1 Kings 19.7, 8. And in the next 
ve ſe tis added, That he went in the ſtrength 
of that meat 40 days and 40 nights: For the 
virtue in the Meat was preſerved as if he 
had but juſt eaten it, ſo that he was not 
ſenſible of any Fatigue all thoſe 40 days 
and nights. We muſt not forget the won- 
derful Story of Elias, and the Woman of 
Sarepta; for we read how the Prophet ſaid 
unto her, 1 Kings 17. 14. The Barrel of 
Meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the Cruiſe 
of Oyl fail. And ſo it came to paſs; for as 
much as was taken 'out one day, was re- 
ſtored the next : Thus the Radical Moiſture, 
(which is like Oyl) is miraculouſly pre- 
- ſerved, in its due quantity and quality, by 
a conſtant Courſe of Piery. I fay miracu- 
| Joufly, becauſe it can't be naturally. And 
when I propoſed this Queſtion to Sacu- 
thus (a very learned and worthy Phyſician 
among us) he courteouſly anfwer'd (in a 
183 Treatiſe) that it was above the 
Power of Nature, and prov it by Rea- 
fon, and the Authority of ſeveral Authors. 
- Wherefore we juſtly aſcribe it to the Om- 
77 .. ©..,. PR 
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nipotent Power of God, and conclude that 
it can't be effected without a Miracle. 


SECT. 7. This is a proper place to treat 


of the Fewiſh Ceremonies about the Sick. 


As ſoon as any one is taken ill, we imme- 
diately ſend for a Phyfician, in order for 


his Recovery. This we all know is law- 


ful, for God himſelf uſes means in natural 
Actions; and which I will ſhew by this 
Example. | 
Though God was able to deliver Sa- 
muel out of the hands of Saul, neverthe- 


leſs he faith, Take an Heifer with thee, and 
ſay I am come to Sacrifice to the Lord, 1 Sam. 


16. 2. By which means he might conceal 
his Deſign of anointing David to be King, 
who, when he was anointed, induſtriouſſy 


endeavoured to eſcape the hand of Saul. 
So Gideon made uſe of Trumpets, as na- 
tural means, Judges 7. 16. Eliſha allo the 


Prophet, (when he ſent one of the Sons 
Prophets to anoint, Febu King,) 
commanded him that he ſhould do it pri- 


vately in an inner Chamber, 2 King. 9. 2. 
No if Phyſick is good and lawful, we 


may doubtleſs ſend for a Phyſician to cure 
the Sick. There were a great many Emi- 


nent Phyſicians formerly among us, as we 
read in the Talmud of Samuel (a skilful 

Phyſician, and Aſtrologer) who Curd R. 
Faluda of the Toothach, which * 
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been troubled with for ſeveral years, and 
we read in another Place, that he Cured 
the ſame Man's Eyes. There goes a re- 
markable Story of R. Iſmael, and R. A- 
quiba, who (travelling near Feruſalem with 
a Countreyman in their Company) met a 
 Aick Man, whom they preſently Cured 
with an infallible Medicine. The Coun- 
tryman ſeeing this, asked them who was 
the Cauſe of that Man s Sickneſs? They 
anſwered, God. Why then (ſays he) are 
you ſo preſumpruous ro meddle with ano- 
ther Man's Bulineſs; God (as you confeſs) 
having made him Sick, and will ye pre- 
tend to Cure him? Bur they (to apply 
themſelves to his Capacity) asked him 
what Profeſſion he was of? Don't you ſee 
(ſays the Countryman ) by che Inſtrument 
that IT carry in my hand, that Jam a Far- 
mer? Who then (ſay they) made your 
Land? And who is the Cauſe of the Fer- 
tility of your Vineyard? God, replied he. 
Why then (ay they) do you concern 
our ſelf with another Man's work, and 
eat thoſe Fruits that God has made? O. 
(ſays the Farmer) if I do not Plow, and 
Culeivate, and weed my Ground, I am 
are I ſhall have no Grop. Well then, (lay 
they) honeft Friend, have not you read in 
the 103 Plal. v. A Tat the days of Man 
are as Graſs: Now Man is like a Free; 
the Dung which Is lai © to ir, to make it 


* 
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thrive is like the ſweet Spices and medi- 
gina Potions, and the Husbandman re- 
19% the Phyſician; ſo they plealant- 
eonvincd him of his Error. . 
= From this it appears, That the Ancients . 
proved, and made uſe of Phyſick, when- _ 
ever God afflicted any Perſon with a Diſ- 
ale. The Cabbaliſts are of the ſame mind, 
tor (commenting uponthat place of Deur. * 
10. He found lim in a deſert. Land.) FP. 
Fhey ſay a tick Man is like one that God 
ds in a Deſert, wherefore a Phyfician is 
'$0: be conſulted, who may cure him by 
Purges; or openiog a Vein, and then pre- 
ſeribe a regular Diet which may preſerve 
his Health. | Hither we may refer, what 
laveral great Rabbi's have laid that when 
aPetſon bas protwed!a Licente from tlie 1 
Magiltrate to. practiſs Phy ſiak, he is o- 1 
blized to cure the Sick, and lie _ . 
fall demand à Fee. But aftbr | 
not rel too much upon the Phyſe 
eian, and ſo forget God { For we muſt 
-earneflly and devouth call upun him; in 
which hes Ezra agttes with nir; But he 
ſo far diſſents from my Opinion, that he 
wink not allow of a Phy ſician in internal 
aud ſecret Diſtempeis, but wholhj/ ſubmit 
to God. R. Ala has, admirably cofuted 
him; and commended the Uſe of Phyſick. 
The Son of . Syrach {peaks highly in the 
_ of e 3 79 
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fecian before thou haſt need of bim. But here 
are two things that deſerve conſideration, 
one reſpects the Phyſician, and the other | 
the Patient. As to the firſt, a Phyfician 
_ ought to be very careful about his Pa- 
tient's recovery, otherwiſe he may loſe 
his own Soul. For upon this Account the 
Talmudifts ſay that the beft Phyſicians 
ſometimes 3 to Hell. For there are ſome 
that pretend to cure a Diftemper which 
they do not underſtand, others do not 
— notice of the proper time to admini- 
ſter the Pyyſick; and there are others 
that leave all to Chance, and care not 
whether their Patient lives or dies. It 
often” happens that a fick Man loſes his 
Life while the Phyſicians are diſputing 
about the Natur of the Diſeaſe. And per- 
hape, for this reaſgn Phyſicians are ſome- 
times galled Murdeters: May be Alexander 
too was of that mind, when he command- 
ed Glaucus the Phyfician to be executed, 
—— 2 not recover his 3 He. 


pea: r orant 
ke: for the skilfal-and hor Rf Phyſi | 
ans; are called in cheigeriprure Heads. 


That Conſideratioh which ſhould affect 
i . that — too con- 
8 upon ſieian, or na- 
but chiefly-par his truſt in 

' God; for ch Reafon is A/a ae 
"Tee placingeo much LIVED e Phyfci- 


* — . 
Ok * 
. ” 
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uns For ſo ſays the Text, 2 Cron. 16. 120 
Ni Diſeaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but 
ro the Phyſicians. The Propher does not 
prove the King becauſe he ſent for them, 
hut becauſe he expected a Cure only from 
tem,” and never regarded God. Thus 
the Telwudifts, among theic Praiſes of the 
good King Hezekiab, "reckon this deſerves 
4 place, becauſe he bid „ Bok of Phyſeck. 
Some think the Auttior, of it was Solos; 
others that it was a Book of Magick, and 
_ hid by H:zzkiab, becauſe ſome 
People in thoſe Times uſed to conſult it fot 
= Cure of their Diſeaſes, and ſd neglect- 
ed” co implore God's Aid and Aſliſtanoe. 
For God is the true n and he 
dar” puttetli his Truſt in hre iv time df 
Sickneſs does well. Thus id is ſaid, in 
Exod. Oh. 15.26. 1 vill pat wine of thoſe 
eden pom thee, which 1 he brought pon 
gy prians; for ler the eule haal- 

thee: 
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SBC T. 95 The Tala: ſay; Aer 
folir chings win eh incline God io akter his 
Decrees, vg. Alm deeds, fec vont Prayer, 
Change of the Name, 2nd à Chathge of. 
Works. Ant" theſs are the feurt means 


Shieh me Few#riiake uſt of ina dangerous 


& thoſe Peifons-Who ute in che greateſt 
* dqvs;45 ievvere, 


give 


per ; fothepeommionly feortchyre- = 


From hence comes chat ſaying o 


52 Menaſſeh Ben-Iſrael 
give life to a poor Man, ſo they hope that 
God will grant them their Life when they 
deſire it. For this reaſon, the Fews fre- 
quently collect Alms for the Poor that live 
in the City, or for thoſe that live in the 
Holy Land, or for thoſe that are in Pri- 
ſons and Dungeons, or for any other 
charitable Uſes. 1 | 
This they believe is meant by thoſe 
words of Solomon, Prov. 10. 2. Righteouſ- 
neſs. deliuereth from Death, &c. 12. 28. 21. 
21. And it s confirmed by Experience; 
for R. Aquibas Daughter being almoſt 
ſtung to Death by a Serpent (which the 
Aſtcologers had foretold) was recovered 
upon the Account of her generous: Cha- 
rity.” Hence comes the Rabbinical Proverb, 
Whoever ſays, I give ibis Money, that my 
Children: may live, is. perfetly. juſt. The 
meaning of which is, though we owe our 
Life and Goods, and all chat we poſſeſs 
to God who gave them: Nevertheleſs, 
whoſoever relieves a poor Man, in ex- 
pectation of obtaining God's Favour, he 
dugnht not to be eſteemed ſimply, but per- 
fectly juſt: So much for Amn. 
I The next Remedy is fervem Prayer. By 
this means -Hezekiab prevailed ſo. much 
with God, that he granted him a Longer 
Life, though he had determined dent 
; the wiſe 
Men, Though Man ſees '@ hwy Haves 
in Nn bt. * _ 


. 
mew 1 
* 


, | * ; _ 1 Ke 


5 f 


1 
2 © 


* S 
: * 7 * | 
. < _— 


of the Term of Life. 53 
cla d to his Throat, yet he muſt not deſpair 
"God's Mercy. By which they under- 
Id, that Prayer has ſuch a Power, that 
it can reverſe the Sentence of Death, 
which was proncunced by God againſt 
him. Therefore, when David ſays, Pf. 
107. 6. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and be delivered them out of their di- 
Preſſes. The Pſalmiſt underſtands this of 
the time of the Agen Captivity : For 
the Hraelites lifting up their. minds to Hea- 
yen, humbly pray'd that God would re- 
leaſe them before the appointed time. 
This is the chiefeſt Remedy the Fews 
make uſe of when they are dangerouſly 
ſick. And becauſe the Prayers of many, 
are uſually more acceptable, it is ap 
pointed that that the Sick - ſhould 
pray d for in the Synagogues. I have read 
of R. Hanin Ben Doſſa, a very pious Man, 
who us d to judge of the Life or Death of 
thoſe Sick Perſons that he pray'd for. For, 
lays he, if I pronounce my Prayer 
ſmoothly, and eaſily, it is a ſign of its 
Acceptancs, and that the Perſon will re- 
cover, but if ic is in the leaſt interrupted, 
or I heſitate, it is an infallible Token 
that he will die. This did truly once 
happen to R. Gamalie!'s Son, who being 

very ſick, his Father ſent two Servants to 
X. Hanina, to deſire him to pray to Go 

for his recovery; which when he had 
3 - done, 


appears in the Example of Alrabam; 


Han, as he was, 
R x ® Th. LT, 2 
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done, he told the Meſlengers their Petiti- 
on was heard, and ſo diſmiſsd them; and 
aſter that the Feyer abated, and great 
hopes of his recovery appeared. The 
Scripture like wiſe informs us, that the Wi- 
dow of Sarepta s Son was recovered by the 
Prayers of Elias, and that Eliſha by his 
Prayers reſtored the Shunamite's Son to 
Life: Therefore without doubt fervent 
Prayer is exceeding effectual for the pre- 
ſervation or recovery of Healtn. 
The third Remedy is, a Change of the 
Name. Ani this is very common among 
the Fews, when are in great danger 
of their Lives; and it is performed in the 
Synagogue with extraordinary Ceremony, 
and they always add the Name, to the 
word Lift. The reaſon of their doing it, 
is this; for, ſay they, though the Change 


of the Name does not alter the Subſtance ; 
Fet notwithſtanding it cauſes ſome varia- 


Fon, in as much as every one is diftin- 
3 by his Name. 2 Beſides, they will 
have this fignifie an affection of the mind, 
and a reſolution of amending their Life, 


- Which; was fo bad before, that they did 
not deſerve to be heard by God. Some 


are of opinion, that when they change 


for he was not fo rich when his Name was 
when he was called 4- 
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brabam.. While he was Abram, he was 
only the Father of 24:ſopotamia, but when 
he was Abraham, he was Father of the 
\ Kingdoms of the World. So while his 
Wife was called Sarai, ſhe was only a pri- 
vate Miſtreſs; but when ſhe took the 
Name of Sarah, ſhe was Miſtreſs of the 
World. In like manner Jacob after his 
Victory over the Edomites, was called . 
rael, in token of his future Conqueſts: For 
while che Captivity continued, the People 
were Fabacob, i. e. trodden down by the 
Gentiles. So Moſes when he ſent the Spies 
to Canaan, changed the Name of Oſea into 
Teſhua; becauſe fore · ſecing (by his pro- 
4 8 Spirit) Joſbua's Succels, he ſaid to 
him, the Lord ſhall preſerve thee from 
the Malice of the Spies. No doubt but 
there are other proper N ames in the Scrip- 
ture, which have a peculiar Signiſication. 
80 Eſa {aid to his Brother Jacob, thou 
2 truly called Jacob, that is, a Deceiver, 


82 haſt deceivd me twice, Gen. 26. 
wh So Abigail trul 


called her Husband 

aba), that 1 4 a Fool, x Sam. 25. 25. Like» 

| wile, . Naomi (Ruth's Mother-in-Law) ſaid, 
call me not Naomi, i. e. pleaſant, gall me 
Merab, i. e. bitter, for K's Almighty hath 
_  ' Neale very bitterly with me, Ruth, c. 1. 20,. 

After the ſame manner, ſick Peo 5 om have 


80 . of their ame e 
_e 'E 25. 
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Cree, R. Foſeph Allo does not mean a Di- 
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Etymology of Life, if other means are uſed 
beſides. N20 | 03200000 
Laftly, The fourth Remedy is a Change 
of Works. This is laſt in order, but ought 
to be our firſt Care: For certainly the Re- 
pentance of our paſt Sins prevails much 
with God: Nineveb was to have been o- 
verthrown within forty Days, but upon 


their Repentance God turned the Evil from 


them. So King Abab upon his Repen- 
tance, intreated God that he might not 
ſee the Evil in his Days. Hence the Tal- 
»udiſts ſay, that Repentance prolongeth 
Man's Life. And in another place, ſpeak- 
ing of the Efficacy of repentance, they 
fay, that God by reaſon of it will revoke, 
and alter his Sentence. Theſe are: the 
four -ſupernatural Means of recovering 
Healthy to which ſome add faſting, whe- 


ther it be by choſe of our own Family, or 


the Poor whom we have obliged with 
our Alm. For when Haman threatned the 
Vraelitet with inhumane Uſage , Heger 
and Mordecai, and all the Jes faſted very 
ſtrictly. Ezra allo approved of it, and fre- 


quentiy ptactis d it. And it is ſaid to Da- 


niel, cu 10. 12. From the firſt day that thou 


. didſt ſet thine heart to underſtand, and to cha- 
fen thy" [elf before why God, thy words were 


beard. Here we [muſt take notice, that 
by a revocation of a Sentence or a De- 


_ 3 . vine 
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vine Decree, but a Celeſtial Sign. And 


ther#ore, when any great Misfortune is 
threatned to a Man by the influence of 
the Planets; that danger (ſays he) is re- 
moved by vertuous Actions. For inftance, 
by the Power of the Planets, the Ship, 
that a Man deſigns to go into, wilł cer- 
tainly be caſt away: Now God hinders 
this Man from his deſign by ſickneſs, or 
ſome other way; in the mean time "the 
Ship is loſt, and the Man eſcapes. Aben 
Exra is of this opinion,; for upon the 
24th. Ch. of Exd. he ſays, Suf poſe by 
the influence of the Planets certain Ruine 
attends any City, and the Inhab:rants 
thereof by ſincere Repentance appeaſe 
God's Wrath, what ſhall come to-paſs ? 
Shall they be involved in the common 
Deſtruction of the City? No, God ſhall 
put them in mind to go up into the Moun- 
tains and dien Places, that they may ſe- 


cure themſelves: After which the Fields 


ſhall be overflowed wich a mighty Tor- 
rent of Water, and the City ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. So by this means the Event ſhall 
anſwer the Decermination of the Planets, 
and yet the People eſcape too. For. as 
David ſays, Pſ. 33. 18, 19. Behold the Eye 
of the Lord is upon them that fear bim, and 


upon them that hope in bis Mercy; to deliver 


their Soul from Death, and to keep them alive 
in Famine, + 1 | 
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Which way ſpever the Sentiments of 
the Robbins — explain d, this is certainly 
= | true; that Piety is much more efficacious | 
== than the Planets; ſo that when the Sen- 

| _ of Death is pronounc'd (as it hap- 
pen d to Henetiab) that is not ineffectual, 
God has altered it before. I ſhall 
conclude all here with the formal Speech, 
that the Scholars of Pombeditba uſe when 
. of the School, May be that 
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Preſcience, and thoſe Ar- 
guments which are urg'd againſt Prog 
noſtications, becauſe ſome of a IT. 


ſomething concerni 


Opinion have made Objections 
what I treated of in the former Boobs. 
Thus they Readſon: If God en 
kaeu⸗ all things, and diſpoſed them in 
Order, from Eternity, how can it be in 
the power of Man to prolong ur ſhotten 
is Life? For Example, if God: infalli- 
ly knew from all Eternity, that Aru. 
Ham would live 175 years, by reaſon of 
that. found and healthful Conflinition, * 
which he had given him, it's very plain 
that Abrabem could not alter that * 
mination. Now if this be 2 i de. 
manded how God's Preſcience, and Man 
Free- will, (two ſuch contrary: big Pats. 1 
Lonſiſtent together? I muſt canfeſ: — * 7 
1125 am very unwilling to-engage in : 1 
"and intricate a Controverſie. 1 


=; Wy many things about 9 


i/ 


fitive ; nevertheleſs, by the a 
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roplicd, This I ver well know, that God 
boſe that ave 100 by the afl and inq ui 


"rota of 


the Scripture, I belies I can illuſtrate 


ans explain cheſe things. 


There were ſome Men 3 who, 
when they could not reconcile God $Fore- 
— Knowledge, with Man's Free-will, deny'd 
both; das Cicero, Who, that I main- 

1 


_taintheFreedomof humane A 


ons, Would 


Allow no Preſcience in Gad, Shich i is well 


ablerv.d by St. Auguſbine. Cicero, ſays he, 
That be might make . free, made them 8 
. There are others that deny Man's 
Fres- will, that they might eftabliſh the 
fore-knowledge of God. Wherefore I de- 


ſigu to confirm and ſettle theſe twothings, 
before I proceed to a Reconciliation. And 
in the firſt place, to prove that God knew 


all e ring gent things from Eternity; 


after that, I ſhall maintain that a Man has 
- liberty pegs left to e een 


bis Life. 


f SECT. 2. ' Saks firſt add. it is plain 
& 2 anch indiſputable, ſays Maimonides, That 
Al Perfections may be found in God; but 


an Imperfections muſt be removed from 
him. And it is very evident, That the 


Ignorance of any thing is an Imperfei- | 


on, and that God is ignorant of nothin 
en be * woes * 


\ 
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Scripture , that God had a particular 
knowledge of Adam, Noah, Abrabam, Iſazc, 
" Faceh, Moſes and ſeveral others, Gen, 18. 
19. Exod. 3. 7. Deut. 29. 18. upon this 
Account Adaſes, and, Aaren thus addreſs 
themſelves to God. O God, rhe. God of all 
Spirits of tbe. Fleſh, Numb. 16. 22 
lf welogk, into the Prophets, we ſhall 
find that they teſtiſie the ſame thing. Iſaiab 
48. 8. 1 knew that thou wouldſt deal wery 
treacherexſly. Jer. 1. 5.  Befcre I form d thee 
in@be Belly I knew thee, chap. 12. 3. Ezek. 
. 3. Fr 2. 22. He revealeth the dee 
and (ecret things, he knoweth what is in t 
darkneſs, and the ligbt . dwelleth with bim. 
ut che molt eminent Teſtimony of God's 


„ 


Preſeience is recorded in the 1 39th Pſalm; 5 


for ſays David, v. 1.: O Lord, thou haſt 
ſearched me, and known me, i. e. Thou didſt 
know from, Eternity, as well as now, all 
my Actions. v. 2. Thou knoweſt my down 
tl ing, and mine upriſing, i. e. all my parti- 
cular Actions. Then underſtandeſt my tbungbts 
afar off, i. e, you knew my Works ſo ex- 
actly from Eternity, that you alſo knew 
my very Thoughts: Then he concludes, 
v. 7. Whither ſhall I go from, thy &pirit, or 
hither ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? i. e. 
When thy Knowledge, and Proyidence, 
O God, are above every thing, there is 
no place for me to fly unto, for thou art 
e nme 
„ n N Bat 
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That God takes Cate of every one Hi- 
cher we may refer, that which ſome of 
the Ancients report of the three Men, 
' Which God convinc'd of their mi take, be- 
we they choughe chat he did not know 
thing. Thefirft was Cain, Who, when 
| God ask'd him, where his Brother Abel 
was? (as if he did not know that he had 
- killed him) anſwered, Am T my 
"Ber? Gen. 4. "The next Was Balan, 
who when Go aid unto him, What Men 
"Io 5 thee?” Reply'd, Balak the Sou 
_ of "Zipper ippotr, the King of Moab, 22, 
d. The laſt was Hezekinh who, when 
4- ad about the : Aaballhdors* which 


when fal theſe 

| ey into bee? Anſwered, They are 

| eme fans far Country, 2. Ki 20. 14. 

| Though'it might 4 to be l Faul 

113 . fox che King to offend againſtthe Prophet, 
7 3% WR My he Thea have conſidered, - that he 
8 5 4 Prophet of God, who knows all 

1 IJ 8 before 8 are ranſacted. * 


Saf FOIA 
. 3 * | ECT. 4. I hall proceed how 15 3 Thai 
= 4 HP towIedge of things that are 


7 25M * £1 future. And a great and invincible Argu- 
1 contingent things, which were after- 
"18 3's S fulfilled. As gg inſtance: Firft, 

of 2% So . Exod. * 175 Tel ſen 


J. 


erodach- Balddan had ſent to Him, ſaying 
Men, And: from whence 


ment of this, are God's Predictions of fu- 
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bat the King 0 will not let you go; 
and ſo it 3 — 7 PE 
2. God foretels, "the Deſtruction of =” 
Jfraelites, Deut. 4. 25: When thou ſha 
+07 Children, 57 ſhalt baue remaimed 
dong in the Land. Here the Phraſe remained 
long, according to the Hebrew, makes up 
the number 846. for ſo long they enjoy'd 
the Holy Land, and then were expelled for 
their Iniquities, which depended upon 
their Free-wills. 


| The 28th. Chap. 
) oh 


. of Deut. contfins 
dex the fit and ſecond Temple. I hi 
treated largely of theſe in my Book, of the 
Divin. of - Moſes's Law, from whence 1 
ſhall borrow ſomethings now.: The 28th. 
Chap of Deut. wherein the Curſes ag alrift 
the rebellious Iraelites are inſerted, x di- 
vided into two parts, beginning 'ar the 
15, v. and ſo to the 49th, and from thence 
to the end. Thus they begin, Carſed ſpalt 
thou be in the City, &c- the Reaſon is pre» 
ſently added, v. 20. Becauſe of the wicked. 
weſs of thy Jobs s, whereby x bf haſt forſaken 
me, i. e. for se,, which was notori- 
ous under the firſt Temple; - for that Phraſe 
to forſake, always ſignifies in Scripture to 
forſake God, and to worſhip Idols. So it 
follows, Tbe Lord ſhall make the Peſtilence 
: tleave unto thee, Oc. The Lord ſhall cauſe. 


Ihe to be — before thine ID | 


\ 


Prophectes, which were fulfilled un- | 


- — — — — — 
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falt go out one. 8 ogainſt them, and fie 

ſeven ways before them, which did not hap- 

pen under the ſecond Temple, (for then 

they were ſtrong and valiant) but under 

the  ficlt. _ Hence \[aiab, lamenting the 

| gteat weakneſs of the People) ſays, Chap. 
| 22. 3. All that are Fund in thee are bound 
1 ATec,get ben, (which ba ve fied from far. As to 
What nelaces to the other Curſes; the Fes 
wWie.eere ſadly ſenſible of their Events, in the 
' firſt Calamities that fell upon them, as in 
the Caprivicy of, Reuben, Cad, half the 
Tribe of Aanaſſi h, and in the other Capti- 
vities of the Tribe of e. Then was 


% 


2 trtoth a Wife, and ale, Mam ſhall. lie with 
ber. 


| 5 falt ſe over the, untoig Nation which nei- 
3 lter thou nor thy! Fathers have, known; and 


| = Stone, no doubt but this muſt be under- 
wb 4 ſtood of Zedebiab, and. Fehojakim, who 
| were Captives in Babylonia, which was 
2 Land unknown to them, and where 
„they worſhipp'd Idols. And cho after the 
3 Conqueſt of the Hoh Land, a remnant of 
the People was left, yet it is faid concern- 
ing them, v. 38. 7 ſhalt carry much ſeed 
aul into the Field, and ſhalt gather but little 
in, Cc. v. 43. The ranger 8 is within 


0 1 get 7 abeve thee very bs yur 


2 | But whea it is ſaid, v. 36. The Lord 
ell lriag ſbre and ty King, which thou 


there ſhalt hen 77 other Gods, Mood and 


= 
- AE 
. 
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muſt be underſtood of the Samaritans ; 
who the King of Afjris'drove out of Ss 
maria and the adjacent places. .' Becauſe 
Moſes here leaves off ſpeaking of the De- 
ſtruction of the firſt Temple, he ſubjoyns 

the Cauſe of ſo great an Evil, v.45. Weds 
thou: ſervedſt not the Lord thy God, & c. ſo 
much for the firſt part of the Chapter 
The ad. part begins thus, The' Lord ſhall 
bring 4 Nation againſt thee from far, fromthe 
end of the Earth, as ſwift as the Eagle flyeth, 
Nation who/e Tongue thou ſhalt not under 
fend: 4 Nation of fierce Countenanq & 
Ie is obſervable that the word Nation is 
ere thrice mention d; for three times 70. 
rwfalem felt the Power oF the Remant (hen 
they bore an Ragle for their Enſign) Firſt 
when the Romans defired the afliftance of 
Hyrcauns-atid Ariftobulas, (the Sons of Al ,t 
aner) againſt Pompey. Aſterwards Wen 
Hen fuccour'd Hirgd againft Antigen, 
the Son of 4ri/obulic. iLaſtlyy\ when the” 
City was beſieg d, and together with dhe 
Temple-utterly deſtroy d, by Veſpaſian atid 
his Son Titw. Wherefore when Aae, 
lays, AI Nation ſhall: come from ar, ir. muſt 
be underſtood of Rome; and from tbe ,jł 
of the Earth, it muſt be underſtood of thoſe 
Nations, which 7e/paſias* fent for to aſſiſt 
im out. of England, France, Spain and 


other parts of che: World. In cheſe Was t. 
all che Kuils and Calamiries char de 4. 
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foretold, happened to the Jet. 1. Fa- 
mine, v. 53. 24, Great Diſtreſs, v. 5. 7, 
34%. Plagues, v. 59. 4h. a vaſt Diminu- 
tion of the People, v. 62. 59. a Deſola- 


tion, v. 63. To which may be added, the 
Sth. Evil, a Foregetfulneſs of their Reli- 


gion, v. 64. which is chiefly come to paſs, 
in this preſent Captivity, by Reaſon of 
the fad Calamities with which the He- 


brews have been afflicted in France, Eng- 


land Tay 3 Laſtly, he ſays, v. 68. 
The ſhall bring thee into ba again 
ban - 


with ſhips. Though Veſpaſian baniſhed the 


Jeu into ſeveral Countries, yet egypt 


only is nam d to their Diſgrace, as if he 


would ſay, ye ſhall be carried Captive 
into that Land, out of which ye came 
with Triumph. Here Moſes makes an end 
of the Curſes of the People, but returns 
to them at the 29th. Chapter. Afterwards 


at the Z3otb. wag he Comforts them 


with che hopes of Bleſſings, and a return 
from the »tmoſt part of the Earth; v. 4. In 
this all the Prophets imitate Moſes, who, 
after a Repetition of a Catalogue of affli- 
ions, that ſhall come upon them, ſubjoyn 
Tome conſolatory Hopes; 1 which 
Account the Talmadifts report, That R. 


Aquiba laugh d at the Deftru&ion of the 


Temple, When all the reſt of che wiſe 
— ated; And being ask d the Rea- 


L 
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a Calm, when theſe Evils are over we may 

expect ſome good; for God as certainly, 

brings one as the other. 

4. Thar came to paſs which God fore 
teld.to Adaſer. Dent. 31:38: _. 

F. God foretold that the Law which 

—_ was to ſpeak to them, ſhould not be 

orgotten, Deut. 31. 21. And this has 

| rug verified in their Poſtetity to this 

y. 


' SECT. 4. We read in the Prophiets of 
many things that came to paſs; which 
were foretold ſeveral years before: 
. In Jaſhag 6. 26. which happened 
many years after in the Reign of Abals 
1 King. 16. 34. I his days did Hiel the 
Reth-elite build Ferichs 5 be laid the Funda 
tian thereof in Abiram his firſt born, and [eb 
up the gates in bis youngef Son Segub;, 
2. The building of 4 Temple iti Zeyph 
was foretold 606 yeats before it was be- 

gun. This — was fulfill d in the 
ime of Ouia the High-Prieſt, who ha- 
ving obtain d leaye of Ptolemy; and Cleo= 
patra erected 4 Temple at a place call'E 
' Bubaſtut: F. Foſephus (in his Antiq. of ths 
Feu B. 13. c. 6.) thus relates the words 
df Oui a, May it pleaſe. pour Majeſties to grant 
ine the favour to puriſie that Temple which 36 
Dedicated to no Deity, and is fallen down, ans 
10 build another in iti place, 0 the neſt 196 
. 


— 
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God, in the ſame form and bigneſs of that 
which is at Feruſalem, where we ſhall pray 
for the ſafety o "you and your Children, that 
the Fews, who live in eAgypt, and reſorting 
- thither, for their own Convenience, may be 
more uſeful to you... For Iſaiah the Prophet 
foretold, that there ſhould be an Altar to the 
Lord in the midſt of the Land of eAgypt, 
Chap. 19. 19. In this Circumſtance our 
Rabbins agree with Foſephus ; for they refer 
theſe words to this Temple. But in Seder 
Olam they are of a contrary Opinion 
there they (ay, That after the Victory 
which God gave them over the 4ſhrians, 
great part of them that were left were 
carried Captive to Feruſalem by Hezekiah. 
Now theſe Forces Sennacherib had levy'd 
out of ethiopia and e/fgypr: Hence it 
came to paſs, that theſe Men being con- 
vinc'd by the Greatneſs of the Miracle 
Eembrac'd the Jewiſh Religion, and return- 
ing into their own Country, erected an 
Altar to the Honour and Glory of God. 
And when Friendſhip and Commerce 
began to increaſe among them, and the 
Jeu, they by degrees acquir'd the know- 
ledge of our Language, according to that 
of Jaiab, Chap. 19. 18. i that day ſball 
Five Cities in the Land of e/Egypt ſpeak the 
3 . Language of Canaan. Thus this Prophecy 

Was plainly fulfilfd. | 0 
- Z+Loog before rhe Reſtoration of the 
CEE © ae 7 Tews, 


* 
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Fews,and the building of the ſecond Tem- 
ple by the Command of Cyrus, King of 
the Perſians, it was thus foretold of this 
Cyrus, Iſaiah 44. 28. That ſaith of Cyrus he 
is my Shepherd, and ſhall perform all my Plea- 
ſure, even ſaying to Feruſalem, thou ſhalt be 
built; and to the Temple thy Foundation ſhall 
be laid, he ſays to the Temple, Thou ſhalt 
be founded, not thou ſhalt be built: The 
Reaſon is this, becauſe of the Accuſati- 
ons, and Complaints of Rehum and Sbim- 
ſbai (in the Reign of Cyprus) the Temple 
was not finiſh'd, (only the Foundation 
laid) till the ſecond year of Darius, which 

Was 22 years after. But when Cyrus had 

given abundance of Gold and Silver to- 
wards the Re-edification of the Temple, 
and had "releaſed a great many Slaves; 
© therefore it is ſaid in the next Chapter, 
v. 13. I have raiſed him up in Righteouſneſs, 
and I will direct all his ways, he ſhall build 
my City, and ſhall let go my Captives, not 
| 3 nor Reward , ſaith the Lord of 

Hoſts. | 1 

4. It was likewiſe foretold by the Pro- 
phet, that the Temple ſhould be deſtroyd 
y the Jeu themſelves: For after the te- 

dious Lamentations of the People in the 

time of the Captivity, he adds theſe words, 

Chap. 49. 14. But Zion ſaid, the Lord hath 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 
u Children ſhall make haſte; thy Deſtroyers, 
5 3383 and 
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und they that made thee waſh ſh:!l go forth 
of thee, v. x7. This was fulfilled when Si- 
anon and Fonathan, and others by heir 
inteftine Seditions, haſten'd the Deſtru®1- 
wn of the Temple. Whence F. Foſepii- 
peaks thus of the Wars of the eus, B. 7. 
c. 4» Who is ignorant f the Writings of the 
ancient Prophets, and their Propbeczes, where- 
zn this wretched City i foretold to be deſ*reyed 
$y thoſe that being born Fews, Murder our 
own Nation, aud now not only the City, but 
be Temple is full of the dead Bodies? ? 
F. Jaiab the Prophet ſaith, Chap. 54. 17. 
No Weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall 
proſper 5 and every Tongue that ſhall riſe a- 
gainſs thee in Fudgment, thou ſhalt condemn. 
This a the heritage of the ſervants of the 


Lord, and their Righteouſneſs is of me ſaith the 


Lord. This Prophecy was alſo fulfill d; for 
almoſt all Nations have oppos d the Few:ſ 


Law, ſome by Arguments, and ſome by 


Force. Therefore it is ſaid, . (of 
War) and every Tongue, &c. For Writers 
in* the midſt of their Endeavours have 
Wanted Succeſs. Then fays the Prophet, 


Ppall not Proſper, &c. This is manifeſtly ve- 


riſied in the Example of Nebuchadutxxar, 


ha ſeduc'd all the e to worſhip Idols, 
except Danie!, Hinauiab, Miſhnel, arid Aza- 


% 


_ $#6,iwho did not renounce their Religi- 


dn. But what was the Conſequence | 
Pod inflicted condign Puniſhment upon 
[, it th 
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the King, and Truth war reſtored again. 
The Grecians alſo were no leſs cruet and 
ſevere to the Fews: For they compelled 
them to prophane the Sabbath, and omit 

_ Circumciſion, but what was worſe, to 
write upon their Garments, e have no 
Portion in the Lord God of Iſrael. And theſe 
words they were forc'd to burn into the 
Horns of\their Oxen, if they would make 
uſe of them. After this manner the Fews 
were perſecuted for 52 years; at laft 
God revenged himſelf upon Antioc bus, and 
all the Græciant, by the Subverſion of the 
Empire and the Laws, while the Jews 
preſerv'd theirs. In remembrance of ſo 
rigorous 2 Perſecution, the old Men, 
whenſoever they relate, the Edicts of the 

. Grecians againſt the cs, always conclude 

wich this Speech, And let Peace be upon 
Iſrael. And here I may ſpeak of Emanuel, 

King of Portugal. What Advantage was it 
to him, to compel the Fews by Cruelty | 
to become Chriſtians? He was fo fac 
from advancing his Intereſt by it, that it 

Was a yaſt Prejudice to his Kingdom: For 
the Nation was almoſt depopulated, the 
Jews retiring into ſuch Countries, where 
they might be more Civilly treated, and 
where they might more freely exerciſe 

their Religion. Beſides, he died within 


a few ' years after; and after all, he did 
ot obtain ſo much Honour by it a7 Be 


y*-v WS 4H | 


ox F 4 "Y 
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| expected. Oſorius, the Kings Hiſtoriogra- 
phex, lib. 1. ſeems to rebuke him very ſharp- 
Iy, and freely for that thing, hen he ſays, 
Thwa was done neithegout of Lew or Religion. 
What then? Do you endeavour to-oblige a 
Contumacibus People to believe thoſt” things, 
25bich they ſo much deſpiſe and abhor? Do you 
pretend ta abridge the Freedom of May's Will, 
an abet ' unruly Minds? But that is im- 
dalle; neither does Chriſt, the moſt Holy 
God, approve of it. He deſires a voluntary, 
not . corapulſrue, Sacrifice from us, neither 
- Woultd, be have our Conſciences impos d upon, 
but that nur Milli ſbould be invited, and edurted 
r the; Prattice of true Religion; and in ano- 
ther place, he calls this Action wicked 
and wjuft, dee how the Prophets Predi- 

_ tion, is falfilld in him, ſhall not Proſper, 
viz. While he endeayaurs' to compel the 
Jes to reyounce their Religion; Hither 
may we refer what is mentioned in Solo- 
anon s Song, Chap. 6. 13. Return, Return, 
O Shulamite: Return, Return, that we may 
lot upon thee. What will ye ſee in the Sbula- 
mite? As it were the Company of two Ar- 
nies. It is four times ſaid Return, in re- 
ect of the four Monarchies, under which 
Fe Iſraelites liv d; For the Fews are this 
perfect Sbulamite; For às much as the 
Gentiles endeavoured to divert us from the 
Worſhip ef the true God, by the Pro- 
miles af honourable and noble Rewards; 
— =. 1 yet 
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et the Shulamite courageouſly * 4 
2 2 does not value all the Honours 
they propoſe: For they are much infe- 
rior to thoſe Honours which were ex- = 
hibited on Mount Sinai, to which the 
Heſts of [frae/, and the Angelick Choi 
approach'd, as David. expreſſes himſelf, 
\Pſal. 68. 17. This is very — 8 
that the Laws of Plato, Lycugus, and o- 7 1 
ther ſuch wiſe Men are quite decay d, 
while Moſes's Statutes continue to this 
very time, and whoſe Rites and Ceres | 
monies are obſerved by ſeveral People. my : 1 
6. Many things likewiſe have come tg 
ſs which were foretold by Ezekiel long 
efore, as that in Chap. 22. 15. And I will”. 
ſearter "thee "among the Heathen, and diſperſe. 
thee in the Countries, and will conſume thy 
Filrbimeſs out of thee. This muſt be under-" 
ſtood of the Fewiſh Captivity un ny the 
Romans, not Nebuchadnex gan: For chen 7 E 
the Zews were not diſpers d into all parts: 77 | 
of the World, neither were they free from 1 
Pollution, by Reaſon of their Marriages 
wich Strangers, and the Profanation of Hy 
the Sabbath and other Sins: Wherefors 8 
they were once more lead into Ca tivie7 4% 
by the Romans, and then ſcattered al <= > 


the World, after that the Romans had füh-. 
dued other Nations, and reconcil'd them 
by the Mildneſs of their Government: 8 % . 
ko ns 
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therwiſe it would have been no eaſie mat- 
ter to vanquiſh the Fes by Force. After 
the Romans had Conquer'd them, and 
turn dem out of Doors, they ſettled them- 
| ſelves in Spain, Italy, Africk, England, and 
other Countries; (> char it might be juſtly 
- faid of them, (as it was of the Trojant) 
that they ſhould eſteem it an Honour to 
be Baniſh'd out of their own Country, 
For before their Dominion was confined, but 
wow they were Lords of all the World. In 
the ſame manner the Fes after their Ba- 
niſhment, (like Plants which are remoy'd) 
were admitted into the moſt populous 
Cities, and (cated in the ſecureſt Parts of 
em. We know by Experience that thoſe 
Cities have flouriſhed moſt, where the 
Jews have livd, upon this Account, be- 
Cauſe they are very much inclined to pro- 
mote the Trade of Merchandize. Thus 
we ſee that the Trade of Lisbon has 
mightily d2cay'd ſince the Jes were 
Baniſh'd from thence. ' 
J. So Ezekiel in Chap. 36. 13. ſeems to 
foretel that Calumny which was faſten d 
upon ſome of the Fews, that they Sacri- 
ficed Children, and then drank their Blood. 
But this ſlander is not unlike that which 
the Genies caſt upon the Chriſtians, of 
thei: cating Infants, and drinking Men's 
Blood, as is plain in Tertullians Apology, 

Pineda. Eccl. Hiſt, B. 11, G 32, and Auſtin 
$ * „ EE OT af I” * Martyr, 
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Martyr, who for this Reaſon wrote an A- 
pology for the Chriſtians to Antonings. Eu- 
ſebius Biſhop of Cæſarea, (B. 5. c. 1.) alſo 
relates, that ſome People in France uſed to 
aſperſe the Chriſtians for eating Man's 
Fleſh. But thus it is, Ambitious and Envious 
Men are eaſily provok'd to flander, Therefore 
let Fobn Langizs (in the 71ſt Epiſt.) of his 
firt B.) ſay what he pleaſes. But I ſo- 
lemnly proteſt before the God of 1/-ae), the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, in whoſe 
Preſence I ſtand, that the Jens are fo far 
from Sacrificing Children, or Eating 
Men's Fleſh, and drinking their Blood, 
that they have no Sacrifices at all, and 
utterly abhor the ufe 'of any Blood. 
Though indeed the Law of God does not 
prohibit . abſtinence from all kind of 
Blood, but only that of Beaſts and Birds; 
vet in obedience to the Doctrine of the 
Rabbins, they even abſtain from that of 
Fiſh. Nay, if they perceive the leaſt Par- 
ficle of Blood in an Egg, they throw it 
away. And if while they are Eating 
diſcern the leaſt Drop of Blood on their 
Meat, or Bread; (which may proceed 
from the Tenderneſs of their Gums) the 
will! not touch it any more, till it is 
cleans' d, or rather, they fling it away. 
Hoy is it probable then, that they would 
drink the Blood of Men, when they cant 

endure any Blood in their Victuals? 
Die, 1 er:. 8. T hat 
25 ; . 
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8. That Prediction was verified which 

2 is ſpoken of in Hoſea, c. 3. 4. For the Chil. 

_” dren of Iſrael ſhall abide many dayt without a 


Ring, and without a Prince, and without 4 
Sacrifice, &c. And this ſeems to be their 
condition at preſent ; and becauſe this was 
to continue many days, therefore Zion ſays, 
The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord bath 
Forgotten me, Ia. 49. 14. Thus David alſo 
ſadly complains of this thing to God, Pal. 
89. 20. to the End. ; 
9. The Prophet Amos foretels the miſe- 
rable Captivity of the Fes under Titus, 
Chap. 1. 9. This Prediction is meant of 
. thoſe, who eſcaping the Hands of Tita, 
and flying by Pal æſtine, and the Borders 
of Brus, were apprehended by the J- 
rians, and ſent back to Edom, i. e. to Tita 
and his Army: They forgetting the Co- 
venant which their Fathers had made with 
the Iſraelites, whom they called Brethren, 
as is expreſs'd in x Kings 9. 13. What Ci- 
ries are thiſe which» thou baſt given me, my 
Brother? 2h | | 
10. Jonas ſaid, Ch. 3. 4. Net forty days 
and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed. This Pro- 
phecy alſo had its Event; for it was con- 
: \ ditional, viz. unleſs it would repent. Now 
their Repentance was the Cauſe of God's 
7 altering his Sentence, and averting that 
_ Deſtruction which he threatned, - 
11: Haggai the Prophet fays, Ch. 2. 12 
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The- Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be greater 
than f the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
d in thy place will I give Peace. Some 
underſtand, by the latter Houſe, a third 
Temple, which the Jews expect. For 
they think if the Prophet had meant E 
s Temple, he would have ſaid the Se- 
wed, not the Latter ; becauſe by ſaying 

the Latter, he implies a Middle one : An- 
other reaſon of their Opinion is, becauſe 

it is faid, In this place will I give peace: 
Now, ſay they, under the Second there 
were a great many Wars. Others under=, . _ » 
ftand ic of the ſecond Temple, among —_— 
whom are R. D:v:id Kimchi, and moſt of 5 f 0 
che Ancients. For this ſeemed to excel 
the former; Firſt, in reſpect of Duration, 
becauſe that laſted, but 410, and this 420 
Years. aly, in reſpect of the great Eſteem 

it was in among Foreign Princes. Laſtly, 
upon the Account of the great Preſents 
that. they made to it. For Darius and 
Artaxerxes generouſly beſtowed ſeveral 
Gifts towards building the Temple, and 
Divine Sacrifices. Alexander the Great 
highly reverenc'd the Chief Prieſt, and 
defired that he would offer SacrificestoGod 
for him. No body can be ignorant of Pro- 
lemy Philadelphus's Bounty towards it, An- * 
tiochus King of Greece, (by a publick Edict FEES. 
forbad all Strangers to enter che Temple, *' 
and prophang that Place, — FO _—_ 
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had conſecrated for the Service of their 
Keligion; che ſame was done by Demetri- 
us. To this we may refer, what was urg'd 
(among many othet —_ by a Jewiſh 
Prieſt in defence of his Cauſe, at the time 
when the , and the „„. diſpu- 
ted, beſore Alexander the Great, about the 
Honour and Dignity of the Temple; ſays 
he, This Temple has been much reverenc d 
by all the Kings of Aſia, who have be- 
ſtowed upon it many noble Donatives. We 
read in F. Joſephus contr. Appian, that 
Prolemy Evergetes, after his Conqueſt of 
Syria, offered Sacrifices at Feruſalem after 
the Fewiſh 3 to the true God, and 
not to Idols. Pompey the Great did not 
dare to touch, = leſs to rifle, the Trea-. 
ſury of the Temple. It was a Miſtake of 
Ciceros (in his Orat. pro Plan.) and St. Au- 
ins too; to ſay that he did not do it; 
uſe he would not be thiought too am- 
bitious. 1 am ſure this Reaſon is too ab- 
ſurd; for he might have done it, if he plea- 
fed, by the Law of Arms. But the true 
Cauſe of his forbearance, was the mighty 
| veneration which he had entertained for 
the Temple. Philo the Few, out of a Let- 
| Kos of Agripda's to the Emperour Caius, 
ports l things: Cæſar = out of 
box — ct to the Temple) conimande _ 

| Tm ſhould be offered every day outof 


own. Revenue: And Falle 451 
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which was 
Honour of it. All that I have ſaid here 
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his Conſort, beſtowed ſeveral magnificent 
Gifts upon ir. It was alſo much obliged 
to the Generoſity of Cleopatra, Queen of 
Apt. Tiberius every Year of his Reign 
commanded, that a Sacrifice ſhould be of- 
fered to God out of his Tribute; and ſo 
did Nero. But when Eleazar very impru- 
dently refus'd to admit of Nero's Sacrifice, 
the Emperor chang'd his mind, and grie- 
vouſly perſecuted the Fews. I ſhall not 
make mention of thoſe, who, ſeeing the 
Religion of the , were converted to 
the Worſhip of the true God. It is very 
remarkable, that all the time that Herod 
was — the Temple it did not Rain, 

one (no doubt) for thegreater 


was to ſhew, that the Prophecy of Haggai 


to be underſtood of the Second Temple. 


- SECT. 6. There are other Prophecies 
likewiſe which were exactly fulfilled. 

1. Daniel not only foretold the four 
Monarchies which ſhould Rule over 7e- 
ruſalem, but he expreſs d the very Quali- 


ties and Nature of them. For one part 


of that Image (that was repreſented to 
kim compounded of four Leveral Metals) 
Which was Gold, denoted che Kingdom 


of Babylon, and that exceedec l all the reſt 

in Power! That part which was Silver 

Lenke the Kingdom of ths (Mel, bu 
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© this was not ſo extenſive. That which 
was Braſs ſignified the Græcian Empire, 
Whoſe Fame (by the Exploits of Alexander 


—— 
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IN the Great) was diffus d all over the World, 
Me that which makes the greateſt-ſound, 
I.ͤhat pare which was Iron {ce forth the Ro- 
J man. And for as much as the Feet and 

Ioes were part Clay, and part Iron, that 


© - ſgnified the Roman and Mabometan Em- 
peüires, which would always be at War, and 
never make Peace, like Clay and Iron 
the which cannot be mingl'd together. And 
it ſeems to be intimated; in Chap. 2. v. 43. 
| that theſe two Nations would never agree, 
All cheſe things we have ſeen fulfilled. But 
» Here we muſt take notice, that the Prophet 
| immediately mentions thie Golden Statue 
8 Which Nehuchadnex ar ſet up, on purpoſe 
hat his Subjects ſhould worſhip it. Now 
tdtthis was not without a Reaſon, For the 
Ering conſidering that the Image which he 
MW”  , had ſeen in his Dream, denoted, the four 
WY _-_ - Monarchies, and that the firſt was his own 
* which he now enjoy d, reſolv'd to fruſtrate 
We the Deſign of Heayen ; upon which Ac- 
| B dun he order d a Golden Statue ro be 
made, and commanded his Subjects to 
WWorſhip it, thinking by this means he 
wt + © Tthould -NS2ge the Hearts of the common 
People, and not only eternize his own 
Name, but eſtabliſn his Kingdom for ever. 


3 


3 
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But, alas! God's deſigns are not ſo eaſily 
diſappointed by humane Contrivances. 
2. Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar 8 
Dream of the Tree after this manner, C. 4: 
v. 25. They ſhall drive thee from Men, and 
th dweliing ſhall be with the Beaſts of the 
Field, & ci and ſo it came to paſs: For not 
long after, the King falling into 4 great fit 
of Melancholy, lefc his Palace, and ſhun'd 
the Sight and Converſation of Men, and 
liv'd ſeven Years in a Wilderneſs, taking 
no care at all of himſelf; So that his Hair 
was grown like Eagle's Feathers, afid his 
Nails like Bird's Claws. This is the trae 
meaning of the Prophecy, not that he was 
teally turn'd into a Beal} as ſome imagine, 
ke the Fables of Ovid, and other Poets. 
For if that had been, he would not have 
thought of God, of Repentance, and A- 
mendment of Life, and earneſtly implord 
the Mercy of God, which he afterwards 
obtain d; this is the Act of a rational mind, 
which he would not have had, if he had 
been a Beaſt. Becauſe a rational and ir- 
rational mind cannot be in one and the 
fame Subject, at tho ſame time: 
3. While ee was Feaſting with + 
His Lords, an Angel's Hand was ſeen wri4 
4ing-upoh the Wall; chis the wife Men 
ould: neither read nor underſtand, be- 
dane daf read ie che wrong way, © 


— - 


But when David came he read it right, and 
Interpreting it, faid to the King, God batb 


numbred thy Kingdom, and finiſh'd it. Thou art 
weigh'd in tbe 8 and art found wanting. 


Thy Kingdom us divided and given to the Medes 
and Petſians, Dan. 5. And theſe things truly 
came upon him, for abuſing the Veſſels of 
the Temple. For the Eunuchs believing 
the Prophecy, cut off his Head the next 

| Night, and carried it tothe Per/iavs, (who 
had been vanquiſhid the day before) and 

- advis'd them to ſeize upon the Government. 
The Perſians diſcerning God's Providence, 


9 and the Virtue of Haniel, were very fa- 


. vourable to the Jews upon this Account. 
4. After a conſideration of the four Mo- 
narchies from the Viſion of the Lion, che 
Bear, the Leopard, and the terrible Beaft, 
Chap. 7, be ſays, the ſecond Beaſt (which 

knife, che Perfien Empire) had 25 
A | 5 1 
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Ribs in the Mouth of it, in as much as the 
., Perſian, Median, and Babylonian were united 
into one. Now becauſe Cyrus was ſuckl'd 
by a Bitch, thetefore he ſays, his Subjects 


would ſay by reaſon of his Cruetty, Ariſe; 
tat much Fleſh. The third Beaſt (which 
repreſented the third Monarchy) he ſays 
had four Heads, which denoted the four 
_ Generals that ſucceeded Alexander the 
Great. The fourth and fierceſt Beaſt (ſet- 
ting forth the Romans) he ſays, had ten 
Horns, becauſe from Fulius Ceſar to 7. 
Vieſpaſian (who deſtroyed Feraſalem) there 
were ten Emperours, Some there are 
who by the little Horn, which was in that 
' Beaſt, underſtand the Pope of Rome. Thus 
- likewiſe was this Prophecy falfild. 
5. After this, Daniel propheſies no more 
in the Chaldee Tongue, but in the Hebrew 
becauſe both the Babylonian Empire, and 
the 70 Years Captivity of the Fews were 
expired. In this Language he relates the 
\ Viſion of the Ram, c. &. having two Horns 
which repreſents the Perſian, Empire un- 
der Darius, and the Median under Cyrus 
This Ram (whien came out of che Eaſtꝗ 
he ſays, wag'd War with the other three 
| parts of the 


orld ; and ſo it came to paſs. 


For out of the Weſt it was oppos d by an 
He-Goar, which was Alevender the Great; 
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compare him with Darius, whom he con- 
quer'd. The Prophet intimates the Power 
of Alexander by the notable Horn that the 
Goat had between his Eyes. And he [mote 
the Ram, in as much as when he was both 
in the flower of his Life and his Kingdom, 
he loſt them both. When he was ftrong the 
preat Horn was broken: For Alexander the 
| Great (as Plutarch informs us) being at 
Babylon, and having given Audience to ſe- 
veral Ambaſſadours, was there poiſon d by 
Antipater's Sons. The Prophet adds, that 
four notable Horns came up in the room of that 
which. was broken, by which he means the 
four Generals, who ſucceeded Alexander. 
Again, he ſays, hat out of one of theſe came 
forth a little Horn, which repreſents Antio- 
ebus Epiphanes , Who took Feruſalem and 
flew the Priefts, and the Holy Men, and 
took away their daily Sacrifice, which is 
noted in theſe words; It caſt down ſome of 
the Hoſt of Heaven. | 
6. In the next place follows Daniels Pro- 
phecy of the 70 Weeks, of which there 
are various Explicatipns; for Authors 
wonderfully differ in reckoning their Num- 
- ber. See Dan. 9. 24. to the End, where 
the Prophecy is ſet down. In order to 
ſome Explication of it, I muſt needs ſay, 
that by comparing this Prophecy with the 
precedent ones, Daniel ſeems to be much 


— 
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troubled about the four Monarchies, and 
choſe Galamities which were to fall upon 
the Fews, and beſides, becauſe he received 
this Command, c. 8. v. 26. Shut thou np 
the Viſion, for it ſhall be for many days. The 
next words denote his Concern, v. 27. 1 
fainted and was ſick many. days. He tells us 
likewiſe, He was aftoniſhed at the Viſion, and 
that none underſtood it. On one fide he was 
conſidering the Expiration of the7o Years, 
when the Fews would be releaſed from 
their Captivity ; on the other ſide he was 
thinking of the diſmal Oppreflions ofthe 
Jews under the four Monarchies ; and 
then he was afraid, that the nn 2467's 
would laſt longer by reafon of the Wicke 
neſs of che People. Then it follows, c. 9. 
I Daniel underſtood by Books the number of 
the years, whereof the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah the Prophet, that he would ace 
compliſh 70 Years in the Deſolation of Jexuſa- 
lem. Immediately after this he pray d, v. 
4. And ] pray d unto the Lord my God, be- 
cauſe God is ſometimes moved by Prayer 
to revoke his Decrees. He had ſcarce 
done praying, but an Angel ftood by 
him, and faid, I am now come forth to give 
thee ill and underſtanding, v. 22. Then he 
ſpeedily adds, v. 24. 70 Weeks are deter- 
mined, &c. Here he is informed of che 
preſent Liberty, and the future miſerable 
Captivity of the People, by which they 
. ſhould 
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ſhould be cleans d from all their Iniquity ; 
bar the Babylonian Captivity continued 
but 70 Years, which was inflicted for 
their Evil ways in not obſerving the 7:4. 
Year, and not giving reſt to the Land. 
But the 70 Weeks of Daniel make up 490 
Years. Therefore when he ſaith, hey are 
determined upon the People to finiſh the Tranſ- 
greſſron, and to make an end of Sins, ho 
means that after the End of 450 Years, 
the Captivity of rhe People ſhall enfue, 
by which they ſhall be purged from Ido- 
fatry, Murder and Adultery, which are 
the three greateſt” Sins. After this ſhall 
ſucceed Eternal Righteouſneſs, i. e. there 
Mall be no more Sin, as Jaiab ſays, c. 60. 
21, Thy People ſhall be all Righteous. And 
This all the Prophets confirm. Daniel more- 
| pyer adds, 70 ſeal up the Viſion and Prophecy; 
as if he would ſay, that all the Prophecies 
Thould be fulfilled, or elſe he means that 
there would be more Prophecies. For 
God ſays in Joel, c. 2. 28. _1 will pour out 
u Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and 
Daughters ſhall Propheſie. Daniel alſo ſays, 
to anoint the moſt Holy, i. e. the Holy of 
Holies; for under the ſecond Temple it 


Was not anointed, becauſe it was not to 
continue for ever. And after the End of 
thele things, Daniel ſays, Prophecy and Sa- 
cifer, which ws Gave we now, hall be 
os. - 777 Et 7 „ 
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The Holy Scripture divides theſe 70 


Weeks into three Parts. The firſt contains 
7 Weeks, which make up 49 Years : For 


from the Deſtruction of the firſt Temple, 


to the building of the Second, (which was 


done by Cyrus's leave) were 49 Years. 
Now by the anointed Prince, which he ſpeaks 
of here, he either means the iy tp 
who uſed to be anointed with Holy Oil, 
and is therefore called Meſiar; or elſe 
Zerubbabel Governour of Judab, and 2 


Prince of the Family of David; or elſe of 
Cyrus himfelf, for Jaiah thus faith of him, 
c. 45. 1. Thus ſaith the Lord to bis anointed, 
to Cyrus: | 5 


The next Diviſion is into three ſcore and 


two Weeks, when the Street ſhall be built a= 
gain, v. 25, i. e. from the firſt Building of 


the ſecond Temple to the beginning of 
its overthrow (which was when Yeſpaſiar 


came into Judæa) ſhall be 434 Years: For 
the 13 Years of Cyrus (under whom they 
began to build it) the fix of Artaxerxes, 


and the two Years Reign of Darius (in 
I 


whoſe laſt year it was finiſhed) make up 


21 Years. Then the Babylonian Captivity 


took up 70 Years more. Now if we com- 


pute the 414, which were between the ſe⸗ 


f 
— 
* 5 


cond Year of Darius, ang the coming of 


Veſpaſian into Fudes, the whole Number of 


434 Years are made up, which'are the 6g 


* 
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Weeks of Danis. As for che Expreſſſon 


wx 


— 
3 
Ai tt. 
[25 
- 


88 Menaſſch Ben-Iſrael 


z troubloys Times, the meaning was ex- 
plained by the Event. For when the Fes 
went to rebuild the Temple, and laid their 
Arms down by them, they were ſo terri- 
fied, that the Enemy obliged them to de- 
ft, And they were very ſenſible of che 
ury of their Enemies, when the Græcian: 
and Romans aſſaulted them. Daniel fur- 
ther ſays, that after ſixty and two Weeks 
Ja} Meſſiah le cur off, but not for himſelf, 
which is mgant pf Agrippa the laſt King of 
the Fews.' For he was ſlain at Rome by 
Veſpaſian, as his Son Mumbas was three 
Years and à half before the Deſtruction of 
the Temple, as F-ſephus teſtifies ; the Ex- 
preſſion, not for himſelf, ſigniſies the End 
of the Kingdom, for after him the Jews 

had nq other. Then it follows, the Peo- 
ple of the Prince that ſhall come, "Fall de, roy 
_ tbe City and the Sanctuary. Experience alſo 
Mewed this: For both the City and the 
S were deſtroyed by Titus; but the 
Cauſe of the Deſtruction of the Temple 
was aſcrib d to the Soldiers, becauſe the 
Emperor all along ſhew d a Deſire to ſave 
it. Next is added, The end thereof ſhall be 
with a Floog, and unto the End of the War 
Deſolations are determined. For from the 
beginning tp the End of the War (eſpeci- 
| py while the Siege laſted) the Jens ſuf- 
fer d op all ſides, both without and with- 
: * For not only the Beſſegers, bug * | 
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Beſieged deſtroy d the City, till at length 
it was quite burnt down. 

The laſt diſtinction of the Weeks is im- 
ply'd in theſe words, And he ſhall confirm 
the Covenant with many for one Week, For 
Titus very often made overtures of Peace 
to the Jews (in thoſe 7 Years that the 
War continued) upon condition they 
would obey, and become Tributaries to 
the Romans as Feſephus relates. And in the 
midſt of the Week be ſball cauſe the Sacrifice, 


aud the Oblation to ceaſe. This like wile fo. 
fell out, for by reaſon of the conſtant and 


terrible War the Prieſts omitted to offer 


Sacrifice for three years and a half toge- 


ther. And for the ouerſprrading of Abemina- 
tious he (hall make it deſolate. Thus, ihat 
place which before was conſecrated to 
the Service of God, ſhall become a Re- 
ceptacle of Filthineſs and Idolatry. Here 
this Revelation concludes, by which God 
informs Daniel, that the Captivity of Ba- 
bylon was now over, but notwithitanding 
that, the Jes were to undergo à ſeverer 
Slavery, and to endure all the diſmal Ca- 
lamities and preſſing Evils, which were 


foretold ſhould fall upon them under the 


fourth 8 | | 

The Jews of this Age interpret this 
Prophecy ſeveral ways, but when we re- 
flect upon the obſcurity of jt, we negd 
dot wonder at the various Opinions. 
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There were ſome who imagin'd, that af. 


ter the Concluſion of the ſeventy Weeks, 


the Meſizs would appear, and deliver to 
them the Dominion of the whole World. 
This was the Opinion of thoſe who en- 
gag d againſt the Romans at that time, 
And though they were exposd to many 


[wc Dangers and Hardſhips, yet their 


xpectation of the Meſſias continued, be- 


cCauſe they fanſied, that he would come 


in the midſt of all their Afflictions. 
Wherefore thoſt words, To finiſh the Tranſ- 
greſſions, they fo expound, as if after the 


end of the ſeventy Weeks, their Sins 


ſhould be forgiven them. Others that 
diflent from rheſe, underſtand the Pro- 
phecy of the Deſtruction of the Fews ; 
and for that. Reaſon would not fight at 


all. But when Titus was Succeſsful, they 


acknowledged him for their Sovereign. 
And theſe the rather ſeem to accommo- 
date the Prophecy to Yeſpaſian, becauſe of 
the ynhappy Fortune of their Country. 


F. Joſepbus is of this Opinion, in the Wars 
pf the Jews, B.7.c. 12. His words are 


theſe : That which chiefly encouraged them to 
go to war, was an obſcure 12 (recorded 


. 
. 


zn the Scripture) that one of their Neighbour- 


ing Princes, ſhould be Mafter of all the World 
about that time. Some underſtood it of them- 

Jelves, and many wiſe Men were deceived 22 
1 | . +> $£. | 2s he 2 + * the 
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this Interpretation : For in truth, the Prophecy 
clearly meant the Empire of Veſpaſian, who 
was created Emperor in Judza. But there 
are ſome Men that can't avoid their Fate, 
though they foreſee it. So ſome interpreted the 
Signs one way, and ſome another, till their 
Folly was confuted by their own, and their 
Countries Ruin. To this belongs the Ob- 
ſervation of Tacitus, B. 5. of his Hiftory. 

A great many were perſwaded that the Prieſts 
in their Writings foretold, that about this time, 

_ the Eaſt ſhould grow powerful, and that the 
Jews ſhould be Lords of the World: Now theſe 
obſcure places only meant F. Veſpaſian, and 
Titus. But the common People, (as Men u- 
ſually wiſh) interpreted this mighty Succeſs to 
themſelves, in Caſe it ſhould ſo fall out in the 
midſt of their Calamitics, Suetonius alſo 
takes notice of this Prophecy, in the Life 

of Veſpaſian c. 4. It was (lays he) firmly 
believed all over the Eaſt, that, at tha time, 
the Jews ſhould enjoy an univerſal Dominion. 

| This (though forerold of the Roman Emperors, 
and was werified in the Event) the Jews un- 
derſtood of themſeboes, and ſo Rebelled; and 
baving ſlain the Governour, they alſo routed 

the Forces that the Deputy of Syria, was bring- 
ing for bis Aſſiſtance. Servius likewiſe (in 
his Commentaries upon Virgit's e/Eneids, | 

B. 4.) tells us, That Ssetonia (in his Life 9 
of Cæſar) ſays, That the Oracles all over the a 
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World declared, that the invincible Emperour 


was born. 

Now moſt of the wiſe and prudent Men, 
being of this n (who was 
a diſcreet Man, and under ſtood the Scrip- 
tures very well) thought that after 70. |} 
pata was taken, the Power of the en- 
was quite extinct. Therefore he acquain- 
ted Veſpaſian (as if it had been reveale 
him from Heaven) that the Prophets 
foretold he ſhould be an Emperour. Not 
that I believe Foſephws had the Spirit of 
Prophecy, for that no one had (as the an- 
cients affirm) under the ſecond Temple, 
but he ſaid this, to ingratitiate himſelf 
with Veſpaſian, For when Fotapata was 

taken within forty feven days, according 
to his Prediction, and when by a won- 
derful Sagacity he foreſaw that the Romans 
would take Feruſalem, he ſo managed his 
Diſcourſe and his Affairs, that he was 
ſure his Prophecy would be Credited. Se- 
veral of the Fews believed that Feruſalem 
could not be taken, but by one that was 
to be an univerſal Monarch. Hence we 
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A read in the Talmud, that R. Fohanan Ben 
* -  Zachai making his Eſcape out of the City 
> (for fear of the Seditions that were with- 
in) was apprehended, and being brought 


before Veſpaſian, he ſaluted him Emperor; 
but when the Emperor denied that he was 
- the Perſon, he told him, That he was, 
8 ö Se and 
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phecy. 
7. Now while Daniel was much trou- 
bled about the Afflictions that would fall 


upon the Jens under the four Monarchies, 
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and that he was appointed ſo by a Divine 
Prophecy. For 1/aiah ſays, Chap. 10. 
34- And Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty one, 
I. e. by one that Rules over all the World. 
Thus we ſee the Completion ot this Pro- 


% 


God was pleas'd to raiſe his ſinking Spi- 
rits, by the Prophecy of a particular hap- 
y Condition that they were to enjoy, 


an. II. 2. Behold there ſhall and up yet - 
three Kings in Perſia, and the fourth ſhall be 


far richer than they all. i. e. There ſhall be 
but three Kings of Perſia after Cyrus. Some 


Men [za to prove out of Hiſtory, that 


there were fourteen Kings of Per/ia, others 
that there were but ſeven. Bur their mi- 
ſtake proceeds from this, becauſe they 
make Cyrus tobethe firſt, when he was the 
Eleventh; to whom ſucceeded Cambyſes, 
Artaxerxes and Darius, and theſe are the 


three which the Prophet means. Now 


Darias deſcending from the Fews by his 


Mother's fide, he gave them leave to build 


the Temple, and commanded Ezra to 


teach the People out of the Law of A- 


ſes; and Nehemiah was to take Care f 
the building of the Walls. But Darius af. 


fecting the Empire of Greece, was unfor- 


' kunately Gain by dexander the Great. 


| 
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Furthermore, Daniel ſays, v. 2. A mighty 
King ſnall ſtand up, (i. e. Alexander) and 
ſhall be divided towards the four winds of Hea- 
ven, v. 3. i. e. in reſpect of thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded him. The Prophet alſo foretels ſe- 
veral other things, as concerning Seleucus, 
the King of the Ayrians and Babyloni an:, 
| ' and Ptolemy Lagus. This 1s enough Con- 
3 cerning the Completion of ſome Prophe- 
cies, whoſe Events certainly depended 
upon Man's Free-will; from hence we 
conclude, that God not only foreknows 
_, thoſe things, which he determin'd to do 
after ſome extraordinary manner, but like- 
wiſe future Contingencies. 2 
Hither we may refer what Foſephw 
ſays, B. 10. c. ult. Daniel wrote after tbe 
Jame manner, concerning the Roman Ex- 
pire, and the Deſtruction of ' Jeruſalem. Al 
—_— theſe things that were revealed to bim by God; 
ee wrote down, and left to Poſterity ; that 
Fo - when they ſaw what bt foretold, was punctu- 
ally fulfilled, they might wonder that God 
ſhould have fo ſignal a Regard for him; 
and that the Errour of the Epicureans 
might be confuted, who will not allow 
of Providence, and deny that God go- 
veerns the World, but only aſſert that it 
mamoves by a mtural Impetus; now if this 
wanted a Director (as they fay) even as 
wee ſee Ships caſt away for lack of à Pi- 
de, and due — agen? 
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- that have none to guide them, ſo would 
this alſo be deſtroyed by its own immo- 
derate Motion. 

For this Reaſon, when I reflect upon 
the Prophecies of Daniel, I £an't forbear 
condemning the Ignorance of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who deny God's Providence over 
humane Affairs; for how could his Pro- 

hecies be fulfill'd, if all things were care- 
eſly, and. indifferently managed? This 
is my Opinion; and if any Man be of 
another, let him enjoy it. 

Izhave but briefly mention d theſe things, 
but if any one deſires to ſee all the Con- 
troverſies of the Fes, about the Explica- 
tion of Daniels Prophecies; he may read 

Abravanels Treatiſe, which the Learned 
Buxtorf has tranſlated into Latin. But 
this muſt be acknowledged, that all Pro- 

phecies are obſcure, and the meaning of 

them can't be underſtood, till the Com- 
pletion of them. It is God's Pleaſure that 
they ſhould be ſoy that there may be room 
for Free-will in all our Actions. For if 
Men knew that any thing would neceſſa- 
rily, and inevitably fall out, according to 
God's decree, they would deſpair of good, 
and be careleſs about that which was E- : 
vil; but that they might never be de- 1 
jected, God is pleas d ſecretly to act with .' | 
Mien in his Prophecies 5 
rn - . SEGF. 
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_ SECT. 7. Some there are, who deny 
God's prefeience; upon the Account of 
_ theſe,” and the like Expreflions, that we 
meet wich in the Scripture. New I know 
that thou frareſt God, Gen. 22. 12. And the 
Lord came down io fee the City, 11. 5. and 
in another plage, I 2%, go down and ſee, 
18. 21. from theſe Paſſages they fanſie 
it may be prowd; That God does not 
foreknow. future Contingencies. But if 
the Reader pleaſes to look into my Re- 


conciler upon Geneſis, he may meet with 


Satisfaction concerning ſuch ſort of 
Phraſes. This I muſt repeat in ſhort, 
that wiſe Men uſually expreſs chemſelves 
after this manner, when out of two E- 
vils they would chuſe the leaſt; and this 


is the Caſe here. For, when God knows 
all things before-hand, that which he 


foreknows, he muſt either publickly and 


particularly diſcover, or propoſe it un- 
der ambiguous Phraſes. If the firſt, then 


Men, knowing the Decrees of God, would: 
be very careleſs about their Life. If the 
latter, then Expreſſions, lefs becoming 
God, muſt be us d; now which method 


does he prefer? Why, he chuſes rather 
to Tpeak; as if he was i 


orant of what 


will come to paſs, becauſe he would con- 


_ deſcend to our Capacities, and ule a leſs 
accurate 2 Speech, that he might 


nos 
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not abridge the Freedom of our Actions. 
After the ſame manner the Scripture a- 
ſcribes\ to God, Eyes, Hands, Gr. not 
becauſe he has ſuch Members (for he is 
ancorporeal) but only to denote his Pro- 
vidence and his Power. Maimonides and 
others ſay, that the Law ſpeaks after the 
manner of Men, that it may be the better 
underſtood. Another ſort of Men object, 
that if God knows all future Contingen- 
"cies, and takes care of the World; why 
then do good Men ſuffer and wicked Men 
Proſper? This was anſwer d before out 
of the Prophets. The Pſalmiſt alſo takes 
notice of this, Pſal. 73. 11, 12, 13, Oc. 
and Malachy, Chap, 3. 14. hee i 
But David expreſſes himſelf thus, Pſal. 
| 94. 6, 75 8,9, 10. They ſlay the Wi dow and 
the Stranger; and Murder the Fatberleſt. Tet 
they ſay the Lord ſhall ot. ſee, neither ſhall 
e Gol of Jacob regard it. Underſtand, O 
25 among the People; and, ye Fools, 
ben will ye be wiſe? He that planted the 
Hat, ſhall be not bear? He that formed"the _ 
De, - (hall be not ſee?" He rhat reatheth Aan 
Knowledge, ſhall not be know? Upon this, 
" Adaimonides in his Directory tells us, Tbar 
two eminent Phyſicians (who wonder d at theſe 
nd) ſaid, Tf we may argue after this man- 
ner, it , follow then that be who nds 
the Momth may Ear; be that far mai tbr Lungs 
wan ſpeak, ue, * obſerves (Comrre- 
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out Reader) and I will inform you, bow mach 
they miſtake the Senſe of the . t. 
Te muſt be granted, that an Artifiter ” 
"make no Tool, unleſs be knows the uſe 
As for iuſtunce, A Needle-rhaker cou 8 
nale 4 Needle in that ſhape, which fit for 
ſowing, except be knit the ufe that it was to 
be put to, and the ſame may be ſaid * 
5. Now ſome of . the 17 
ined, that Gad can't apprehend 
r things, Þttauſe they are the pb ſame par s of 
Seh. To thoſe I anſwer, —— God's Per cep- 
rien things i nat ſenſual, hut — 
| bre THI dedute my Argument 15 them 
thus, From the Exiſtence of the Senſes. 
__ ; goes bow: Viſion is 
cou 
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God 
| „ bow 

1 the! Eye? Is it. probable, that 
=. l the cee Eine, of that Organ, ſhowld 
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* ance? In a word, can am 
that all the "Himours, 


822 Nerves, (which are fo "=; 
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— by Nature, as ' Phy. 
hay i . s confeſs. Nom Na- 
alſo — is nat endued with 


lectual, Bur 
Managememt; ( 


_——"_— ingenious — red, they 
3 2 . an inrelleffual . und gc- 
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the natural Faculties that Creatures are qua- 
lified with. Now if this Intellectual Being, 
ignorant of this thing, and does not perceive 
it, bow could Nature be derived from it, that 
defipns an Effett which ſhe knows/nothing of ? 
Therefore David juſtly calls theſe Men Brutes, 
und "Fools, Pſal. 94. 8. Hitherto Maime- 
nides. As for what relates to the Adver- 
ſity of good 


upon Geneſis. 


SEC T. 8. Three things remain;which' - 
pedition; x, Iam 


I ſhall diſpatch with Ex 
to prove that Man is created with a Free- 
will, and that it is in his Power to make 


Choice of Life or Death. 2. That God's 


» Concurrence is neceſſary in humane 
Actions; for, a Divine A 
Man's Endeavour, is requir'd in order to 
Salvation. 3. That God wiſely governs 
dur Actions, and directs them to ſuch an 
end, that makes us capable of Rewards 
or Puniſhments. 2 
Reaſon is 3 to convince us, That 


Mien are endud with Free- will. Aa 


nides ſays, Why are there Laws? Why 
Affirmative, and Negative Precepts? Do 
not theſe plainly ſhew us, That if Man 


pleaſes, hte may obtain Salvation by 


vitious ones ? No Body ever threatn d. to 
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Men in this Life, I have 
largely Diſcours d of it in my Reconciler, = 


nce, beſides 


vertu- 
dus Actions, or utterly ruin himſelf by 


as i, 
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inflict Puniſhment upon him, who was un- 
able to obey, or was compell'd to tranſ- 
greſs the Law. Therefore it would be 
unjuſt. for God to puniſh Men for that, 
which they muſt neceſſarily do. If there 
is no ſuch thing as Free- ill, the Care of 
preſerving Life would ceaſe, Admonitions 
would be needleſs, and we muſt deny all, 
Guile. Let him then that is deſtin'd to be 
Hang'd, Killd, or Drown'd, diſpatch 
Himſelf as ſoon as he can. But after all, 
we ſee that God does not always bleſs 
the ſlothful and careleſs ; but the dili- 
gent and induftrious Man's Condition 
(days St. Cyril) would be worſe than that 
of Brutes, if theſe ated by inſtinct, and 
thoſe by force. What ſignifie (ſays Ci- 
cero) Laws, Friends, and good Advice ? 
There's no Man (ſays R. Te Albo) who 
would take care of his Life, or regard his 
Actions, if he had not Free-w3//. But Ex- 
perience evinces the contrary ; for Houſes, 
Towns, Arms, Traffick, Husbandry and 
ſuch like are not Signs of Security, but 
Sollicitude. The Scripture likewiſe atteſts 
this, becauſe in that we read, that Adam 

dt the beginning was endu'd with Free-2will, 
and for that Reaſon, excelled all other 


Creatures; for the Sun neceſſarily, and 


always ſhines, the Fire burns, and Water 
moiſtens; but Man can do what he plea- 
ſes. In chis reſpect alſo Man is ſaid — 
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mance of any thing, which is not in Man's 
neceſſary that Adam ſhould have a Fee- 


Tree of Knowledge of Good or Evil, leſt 


pleaſes. 
It is thus provd by them, Firſt, out of 


in the right way, but if you will nat re- 
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made after the Image of God. Neither is 
ic uſual for God to command the perfor- 


Power to doorlet alone. Therefore it was 
will, when God forbid him to eat of the 


T ſhould ſay God was unjuſt (which is 
Blaſphemy to imagine) when he puniſh'd. 
him, if he had it not. i) e 
This is the O pinion of all the Talmudifts; 
and for this Reaſon they ſay, we find from 
the Law, the Prophets, and other Holy Mri- 
ters, that a Man can walk in which way he 


- 
* 


the Law, where God had ſaid to Balaam, 
Numb. 22.21. Thou ſhalt not go with them, 
Thoy ſhalt not Curſe the People; nevertheleſs 

he yy that he was reſolved to go, 
permitted him. Then out of the Pro- 
phets, Iſaiah 48. 17. Iam the Lord thy God, 
which teacheth thee to Profit, which leadeth 
thee by the way that thon ſhouldſt go, As if 

he ſhould ſay, I will always Conduct you 


gard me, and will go wrong, I will leave 


vou to your Free-will. Laftly, out of te = 

oly Writers, Prov. 3. 34. Surely be ſcorn- w 
eth the Scorners, but he giveth Grace unto the 
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From hence it appears, That God 
hates impious Men, for their Impiety ; but 
he confers his Grace on the Godly and 
Religious. Hither alſo we may refer that 
ſaying of che Talmudiſes, Shall an idle Per- 
ſon think to leave the Cate of his Affairs 
to God? No; for it is ſaid; Deut. 15. 10. 
For \this \thivg tbe Lord thy God, ſball bleſ; 
thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
purteſt thine band unto, For this Reaſon 
they adviſe us, that we fhould be careful 
to avoid Evil, and chooſe Good; becauſe 
they are both in our PõWwer. 
Hence this is a common Proverb among 
them, ben the Peſtilence rages in the City, 
wake baſte and get out of it. And they believe, 
chat this js intimated in the words of Haiab, 
Chap. 26. 20. So it is twice repeated in 
the Proverbs, Chap. 22. 3 27 12. Aipru- 
dent Man  foreſceth the Evil, and bideth bim- 
Self; but the ſimple paſs on, and are puniſb d. 
Upon this Account the Fews are exceed- 
ing induſtrious in the time of a Plague, 
to take Care of themſelves, for . which 
they incur the Cenſures of ſome, 
Plato, Ariftotle, and other Philoſophers, 
(ho had only the Light of Nature) were 
of this Opinion. Plato ſays, that Free-will 
$s the Privilege that Men have above all 
other Creatures. Therefore we ſee that 
all Men are very diligent in their Profeſ- 
fions, that they defend themſelves againſt 
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- their Enemies; and by all ways ſhun Evil, 
——— that which is Good. We ſee 
- alfo, that a Man is blam d or commended 
| (and that juſtly) upon the Account of his 
— of Acting, the end that he propo- 
"ans and the means that he uſes. We never 
find fault with a Child, or one that is a- 
. fleep,':or: A Fool, for Ging e a2 
miſchief; but if we Judge by the Event, 
7 deſerve Reprehenſion A well as o- 
ther People; whence. it follows, that 
W Men'agree, That no Perſon is to be 
tais d, or teprov d, but he that Act vo- 
untarily and T deliberately. So that if a 
Man has not Free will, Advice, ry 
eward and Puniſhment ate vain in⸗ 
effectual. Suro! fr . 

When therefore t is ſaid in the devine 
= ys 4. "The Lord 2 = 

things for him ſome interpret it 

tbe . of 121 Lord manifeſt bis Perfettion 
and Power. Maimonides ſays, the mean 
is, | According to big Will, then is add F 
yea even rhe wicked fer tb. 4 F Rui. A 
. as to ſay, God hath cręated all' 
things for his own a rent and therefore 
When hs! wicked Men, he ma- 
nifeſts the Glory of his Juſtice. But in 
my Jadgme ae is, Gad crea-· 
2 all chings % ie, That they. 
might cs 115 . a the wicked is like. 
© 3 Roditabg:hand. of G God, with which | 
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he chaſtiſeth the ungodly: Such an one 
was  Nebuchadnezzar, by whom he Cor 
rected the rebellious and diſobedient 
Jeu. 1p 
But leſt any one ſhould be n up- 
on by the ſaying of R. Febuda, That from 
Formation in the Womb, our Marriage 
with ſuchia Perſon, 1 unalterably determin'd. 
We muſt; take notice, that Majmonides 
affirms:that Matrimony. is reckon'd among 
the Precepts, and therefore no one is 
compelld to Marry ſuch or ſuch a Per- 
ſon, becauſe God has not prepiſely prede- 
ſtinared any onè to the obſerxance of the 
5 Precepts. Beſides, it is etpreſſy com- 
TE. manded in the Law, Deut. 29.7. 'Zhat 4 
8 ' Man that hath berul'd a Wi ife, and bath 
oF not talen ber, ſhall. not ge in the Bartel, beſt 
13 be die, and another take her. Now if this 
i. Marriage was-immutably determin d, how 
_ could his Wife be Married to another? 
1 Furthermore, we muſt underſtand, that 
3 _ the Cabot; are of Opinion, chat at the 
beginningof the World, Souls were made 
by — 6h 4 Male and a Female toge· 
ther „and far this Reaſon they affirm, that 
Ae, allotted as a Reward, 
or:a-Puni t according ta Mens Addi 
ons. So if a Man is eee deſer- 
ving, he it joyn d ta that Perſon, who was 
See with him. But if not, (for his 
be 3 is wedded to one that: is 
WE. Ig 
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very diſagreeable to his Humour, and 


oves a Scold, and a Trouble to him as 
ong as ſhe lives. Therefore, they ſa 


That Parents ſometimes ſell all that they 
have, to marry their Children to a diſcreet 


and ſober Perſon. And that whoſoever 
rather marries for Virtue and Honeſty, 


than for Beauty, God bleſſes him, and 
ſends him many Children. Now all this 
actually Ops upon Man's Free. will. 


SECT. 9. So muchfor Man's Re- 


I ſhall now treat of God's Concurrence” 


with humane Actions. All the Jens, a- 


* 


gree in this, that God concurs with ver- 
ruous Actions, both by aſſiſting them, and 


promoting them; for his Aid is neceſſary 
to their. Perfe&ion. Hence our Rabbins 


ſay, That as ſoon as ever a Man ſets about 
a good Action, he has God's aſſiſtance. 


Hence comes that Saying of theirs, when 


they ſpeak about the Conteſſ, which is 
between tlie rational and ſenſual Apperite, 


| Without God's ſuccour, it is impoſſible to ſub= 
due the ſenſual Appetite. To this agrees 


what Huſca ſaith, Chap. 13. 9. 0 [fracl, 


' thou haſt deſtrey d tby ſelf, but in me is thine 
| kelp.” There the Prophet ſhews that wick- 


edneſs ſprings from a,Man's ſelf, but that 


Fa ek Cauſe; 


addreſſes F 
— od " CTY on 


- 
. LY 
: 
«4 >% , 
—— wo oem ar Doo 4. on wo — 
- _—_ 4 . — — 


- 
Q 


2 good a is from God, as the 

chis Account the I 

ſelf thus to God, 
Plal. 


— — 


P * 
. 
1 Cond 
- \ 
: o ® 4 * 
9 - = 
. % - 2 
= _ *. * * — * 
. * _ od w 
i _ uu 
—_ — 2 5 — 3 — — 1 
S 2 — — * 2 4 2 - * 


106 Menafſch Ben-Iſrae!l 
Pſal. 79. 9. us O God of our Salvation, 
and Feremiab, Lament. 5. 21. Turn thou 
ws wnto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned. 
So Solomon, Prov. 20. 24. upon which a 

- Learned Rabbi ſays, though Man has un- 
deritanding, nevertheleſs God's aſſiſtance 

is neceſſary for him. Thus David ſays, Pſ. 

37. 23. The fteps of a goad Man are order d b 

the Lord, and he delighteth in his way, as muc 

as to ſay, God indeed perfects our Actions, 

but Man alſo has a Duty to perform. Be- 

cauſe we owe all the Good we have to 

: God ;. therefore' we are obli to Ho- 
nour him with it. Thus the Pſalmiſt right- 
Gf ly obſerves, Pſal. 65. 4. Bleſſed is the Man 
b bam thou 'chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach 

| unto thee, that he may dwell in thy Courts, i. e. 

in Heaven, and inthe Company of Saints. 
Give me leave to explain this by an Ex- 
ample. I will pitch upon Foſeph'and Tar- 
vin.” This being in love with a pretty 
dy, committed Adultery with her ; the 
other ſeeing the Beauty of his wanton 
2 Miſtreſs, bravely and piouſly refus d te 
4 _—_— lie with her. . en erl. 
= Now what was the Cauſe of the diffe- 
= rent and contrary Motions in theſe two 
_— = - Perſons? Without doubt the regular Ap- 
petite of this, and the depraved one of to- 
= ther ; for becauſe Tarquin was wholly lead 
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of the Term of Life. 107 
becauſe Foſeph's Inclinations were virtuous 
and chaſt, God diſcovered to him the Fil- 
thineſs of the Act, the Injury to his Ma- 
ſter, and the Torments of Hell; and b 
the Conſideration of theſe things, God al- 

' ſiſted him, and prevented the Commiſſion 
of {fo notorious a Sin. Hence the Rabbins 
us d to ſay upon thoſe words, Ger. 39. 10. 
He bearkened not unto ber, to lie by her, or 


to be with her: He would not lie withkæt 


in this World, leſt he ſhould ſuffer with 


her in the next. Now becauſe. theſe A- 
ctions depended upon both their Free- 


wills, therefore one deſerves Eternal Praiſe 


and Glory, and the other Everlaſting - 
Dilgrace and Ruin. If we allow any 
ſuch thing as Rewards and Puniſhments, 


we mult neceſſarily admit of Free- will. 


Wherefore God always ſupports and helps 


thoſe Perſons that mind their Duty, and 


are induſtrious, but diſregards che Lazy 


und Slochful. | 
SECT, 10. As to the third thin | Fam 


to prove, Maimonides affirms, that if Men's | 


Sins are very heinous and notorious there 
is no room for Repentance; and in con- 
firmation of his Opinion, he us d to alledge 
that of Jſaiah 6. 10. and 2 Chron. 36. 16. 


So that according to him, God harden d 


the Heart of Pharaeh for his Sins, Exod. 14. 
4 Likewiſe Sibon and Og King of Bal 
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were ſo wicked, that their Repentance 
could not avert their Puniſnment. A greea- 
ble to this Opinion it is, that God ſome- 


times takes away Free- i from Sinners. 


Certain it is that God deprives Men of 
their Eſtates, Honours, Life and Liberty 
for their Iniquities. The Antients too 
were'of this Mind. But what we read 
in Tanbuma, is worth our Obſervation. 
Three things, ſays the Author, God has 
put into our Power, viz. our Hands, Feet 


and Mouth, and there are three things 


which” are not in our Power, viz. our 
Eyes, Ears and Noſe; for we ſee, hear, 
and ſmell many things that ace offenſive 
to us. God oftentimes debars us the uſe 
of thoſe things which are in our Power, 
by reaſon of our Sins. Thus God wither'd 
the Hand of Ferobeam,. which he reach'd 
out to ſeize the Prophet; and made Ba- 
Iaam bleſs the Hraelitet, whom he deſign'd 
to Curſe. Therefore it is evident, that 
God very often obſtructs Men's Actions, 
and can abridge their Power. Hence 
Abravanel confeſſes, that when Gad in- 
tends to reward. or puniſh any Perſon, 
nothing can prevent it. An inftance of 
this he ſays, we have, in the Infatuation 
of Achitophel, becauſe” God was reſolv d 
to puniſh Abſalom. To this belong the 
Words of Ferem: 10. 23. 2 Sam. 17, 14. 
Ia. 14. 47. Teac Arama is of opinion, 4 


5 
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Repentance is never too late; For, ſays 


he, it is always acceptable to God. But 


he affirms, that for the Murder of our 
Neighbour, Repentance is ineffectual, 
and therefore we can't eſcape Puniſhmenc 
for that. "A | 
If I may have leave to declare my 


Judgment in this Caſe, I do firmly be- 


lieve that God never forces, or takes a- 
way the uſe of our Free-will, but always 
mercifully difpoſes the means, as the 

are more or leſs agreeable to our incli- 


nations; like the Primum mobile, which 


carries round the inferiour Orbs, yet 
every one of them hath a diſtinct Mo- 
tion. I ſhall illuſtrate my meaning by 
this Example; God deſigned that the I/, 
raelites ſhould continue in the Egyptian 
Bondage ſo many years, and that Foſeph 
ſhould be advanc'd above all his Brethren, 
Now God . compell'd no body to accom- 
pliſh this Deſign; but he only ſo order d 


the means, that Foſeph might be ſold to 


the Midianitiſh Merchants, and then this 
way he might come into Egypt. In like 


manner God intended to diſplay the mi- 


raculous Signs of his Power among the 
Egyptians, but how? By hardening Pha- 
raob's Heart, ſo that he ſhould have no 

uſe of his Free-will? No, but by ſo con- 


triving it, that the King might have o-o - 
by the fres Ule, or rather the 
wy | Abuſe, - 


| caſion, | 
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Ahuſe, of his Will, of hardening his 


Menaſſeh Ben-Frael 


Heart. 'Thus when he ſaw his own Ma- 

cians work the ſame Miracles which 
Moſes's did, he difregarded them. He 
percerved that the Plagues could be eaſily 


removed, and ſo was not much concerned 


at them; but obſtinately refuſed to diſ- 
miſs che People, till he was furpriz'd 
wich the Slaughter of his don, and all 
the Firſt- born of his Subjects. Thus we 


muſt underſtand, that God hardened the 


ks of Fibo, and Og the King of Ba- 
For the 1/rae/ires had ſent Meſſenger 


S 
to the Edomites, the Ammonites, and the 
Mozbites,to requeſt a Paſſage through the 


Borders of their Country, but being 


deny d, they went another way. Now 
Sibon and Og expected that they would 
do the ſame to them, but when they faw 
they would not, they took up Arms and 
fifty oppoſed their Paflage, but aun 
pi, for they were preſently Conquer 


ere God only gave an opportunity bn 
their perverſeneſs, but did not in the 


. leaft' force their 73H; , that he might 


+ © 


6 on 


: 


puniſh ' them. God alſo determined to 
divide Solomon's Kingdom, but whichway 


did he effect it? Not by compelling Re- 
Boboum, but by giving occaſion, that by 


the Advice of bis yo young Co Counſellours(b 
whom he'was Ne Might refuſe 


ihe Peoples Leg, and fo 1405 
1445 


puniſh him, may be explained. 


Sod (who is rhe King 


an Acridem (as Man's is) but is ts ve 
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jobs Prophecy. was fulfill'd, Thus I think 


all the Places, where God ſeems to de- 
prive Man of his Free-will that he may 


For as Princes know how wiſely and 
| prudently to manage their Affairs, that 
they may obtain their Deſigns: So does 
Heaven and 
Earth) in like manner diſpoſes all things 
— off impairing our Free-wills) that 
ect his Decrees, that he may 
mere — To this ſome, and juſtly 
rs. To this belong the words 
Las Solomon, Prov. 21. 1. The King's heart 
it in the hind of the Lord, as the Rivers 0 of 

Mater, be inclineth it whitherſotver be wi 
He does not fay, he forceth, but in- 
clineth; and due 4 is all that Tpropoſed 


to prove. 


- SECT. xx. There ſtill remains one 16d; 
*ficult and intricate-Queſtion, whichT' 
endeavour to ſolve; and it is this. Ho 
can Man's Free · will and Gods Fore- Know- 
ledge be reconciled together. This ſeem d 
- ng ” Cajetan, very crabbed to 
Paſquez,, and the Fews unanimouſly con. 
kel that it is very abſtruſe. Hence Mai. 
monides ſays, chat God's Knowledge is not 


Eſſence of God. Wherefore as Men ci 
Somprehand the Eſſence 2 God da 
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ing to that in Exed. 33. 20. There. (hall no 
Man ſee me and live:) So neither can they 
apprehend how God fore-knows things, 
Tſaizh 55. 8. It is evident (ſays the ſame 
Author) that Men have Free- will, and no 
Body doubts but God knew all things from 

Eternity, but it is ſtill a Queſtion how God 


knows things, and yet Man have the 


Liberty of his Will. For to enquire which 
way God knows things, is as much as to 


* 


deſire the Knowledge of God himſelf; both 


which cannot be attained in this Life. To 
this belongs the Anſwer of Bias, who was 
ask'd how God was: acquainted with hu. 
. mane Affairs and Actions? It is certain, 
ſays he, there is a God, whoſe Providence 


is over all; and it is likewiſe certain that 
we have a Free- nu; but, how God knows 


our Actions, we may conjecture, not 
ſubſtantially explain. 


R. Abraham Bar David, (a Rival of Mai- 


@onides) ſays, that Maimonides indeed did 
propoſe the Queſtion, but did not anſwer 
it, and therefore he had better have let ic 
alone. Wherefore this Rabbi (offering his 

Opinion to explain the manner of God's 
Preſcience) ſays, That the Aſtrologers, by 
looking upon the Stars, can guels at a 
great many things that will come to paſs; 


in like manner God knows what will-hap- 


pen to Men bythe Courſe of the Planets, 
n 
N — 
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when it is in Man's Power to avoid the 
influence of the Stars by his good or evil 
Actions: He ſays, that God Fore-knows 
that Act or Motion of his Will, and which 
way he deſigns to direct it. Which Pre- 
ſcience, he affirms, neceſſitates, no Body's 
Actions. But this, (as the Author him- 
ſelf acknowledges) is not a ſatisfactur7 
Anſwer to the Queſtion. | 
- Wherefore R. Iſaac Bar Seſat, in my 
mind, advances the cleareſt Solution. 
God, fays he, from Eternity order'd all 
the Affairs of the whole World, and by 
his Divine Wiſdom and Sagacity ſaw all |, 
the Effects that ever would be produc'd; 
which tho they may depend (I ſpeak of 
humane Actions) upon Man's Free- will, 
to exiſt, or not to exiſt ; yet neverthe- 
les, God infallibly' and certainly fore- 
ſaw, and fore-knew them. Man does 
not act afterthis, or that manner, becauſe We 
"God knew beforehand that he would; - 
but on the contrary, becauſe Man acts ſo . 
and ſo, therefore God knew it from E- 4 
 ternity. This is the Opinion of R. Iſaac SY 
Arama, TFuſftin Martyr, Origen, Damaſcene 
 Chryſofom, Hierm, Auguſtine, and Cyril. 
This Solution 1 firmly embrace my ſelf. 
Here is the Caſe, if a Perſon beingplac'd 
upon an high Tower, or Mountain, ſees 
dne Man go from 8 to North, ano 
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114 Menaſſeh Ben-Iſrael 
ther from North to South; by. this Ad 
of Viſion he does not neceſſitate the vo- 
luncary Motion of thoſe Men; ſo it is 
here. For God's Eternity is corceſpon- 
dent, to the diſtance of Places; for he 
knew all things from Eternity, as if they 
were but juſt done. I will explain it by 
another Similitude; let us ſuppoſe à Cir- 
cle, from whoſe. Center may be drawn 
ſeveral Lines to the Circumference; Now 
in reſpect of this Circumference we may 
conſider a firſt and a laſt, or a diſtance 
between theſe Lines, which in reſpect 
of the Center is none at all; ſo in refe- 
rence to God, there is no ſuch thing as 
fieſt and laſt, paſt and future, but all 
things ate preſent to him. And this, I 
believe, Mercurim Triſmegiftus means, 
. when he compares God to à Center, and 
24 Circumference, in reſpect of his won- 
Adeßerful Preſcience. And if we reflect upon 
what Mai monides {aid before , that our 
Knowledge is not like God's; he means 
nothing elſe, but that God knows things 
after a more excellent mariner,than Men 
1 do; for he equally ſees things that are 
paſt, future, and preſent, but we only 
ttmoſe that are preſent. Therefore he 
fſays, it is very difficult for a humane Un- 
Aeerſtanding to comprehend the manner 
bow God fore-knows things, becauſe 
1 = his 
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bis Knowledge is not diſtinct from his 


Eſſegce. 


SECT. 12. Becauſe the Authority of 

the Sacred Writings are to be perferrd . 
before all Reaſon and Experience, I de- 
"ſign for the Eſtabliſhmene of this Opi- 
nion, to produce the Words which God 
ſpoke to Moſes, near the Time of his 
Death, Exod. 3 1. 16. And the Lord ſaid 

unto Moſes, behold thou ſhalt" ſleep with t 

Fathers, and this People will riſe up, and go 

a whoring after the Gods of the Strangers of + 

the Land, whither they go to be amongſt them, 
and will forſake me, and bre#k my Covenant 

which I have made with tbe mn. 

Here is a plain Inſtance of God's Fore- 
knowledge: And that the People might 
never forget it, he adds, v. 16. Mite ye 
this Song for you, and teach it the Children of 
Iſrael, &c._ That God's Prefcience does 
not interfere with our Free- will, or im- 
poſe any Neceſſity upon it, is plain from 
v. 21. For I know their Imagination which 
they go about even noꝛu, before I have brought 
them into the Land which I ſware. BEhold 
how God's Preſcience and Man's Free- 
will exactly agree together. That the 
Will is not forc'd, is manifeſt from rhe 

Puniſtiments which are afflicted on the 
Finner, v. 21. When, many Evil. and 
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Troables are befallen then: That is a famous 
Saying of the Rabbins, All things are ſeen, 
end Jet Li berty is gramied, + 


To conclude, I will now compendi- 
ouſly ſumm up what ] have treated of in 
this Book. 

1. I have ſhewn, that our Life has 2 
Term. 

WO this may be conſider'd Second: 
ing to the Conſtitution of the Body, or 
the Planets, - which variouſly act on the 
Body; or as s ſome will have it, in general, 
7 reſpect gf the preſent and the paſt 
Ines,. 

2 3- That che zer of Life is Altera- 

4. That Man- $ Life may be contrated 
ſeveral ways, viz.” by the Providence of 
God, by Nature, and by Chance. | 

f. That our Life may be prolong d by 
| the Meditation on God's Law, and che 
Obſervation of his Precepts; one of 
which belongs to the Mind or Theory, 
ſk other to the Will or Practice. 

That Man may freely make uſe 


; of Remedies and Phyſck Ren he is 


lick, 
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7. That though God fore-knows future 


Cont Norvertholeks, every One 
may virtuouſly or wickedly it he 
pleaſes. 3 pits hy | 
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de immortalitate atimæ. 
** Rabba ſuper Rabot anti- 
Suan Rabbinorum. : 
OOTY n tk. 
N pin Concillateris. 
Libri tres de Reſurtectione Mane 
Problemata de Creatione. 


De Termino Vitæ. 


Heraics, 


De fra ilitate humans. 


aelis. 
— Gramratica Hebrza cum novis obſer: 


vationibus: 


Oratio gratulatoria ad Cella 
Pxincipem Auriacum. 


Oratio panegyrica ad ſereniſſ. Regindad | 1 4 
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Cotitiliatotis omnes partes. 5 * 
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